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The SPEAKER. It is not, inasmuch as the | 
House has ordered the main question. 


THE PROSECUTIONS IN KANSAS. 


Mr. EUSTIS. I ask the unanimous consent 
¢the House to offer the following resolution: 


0 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
ceted to communicate to this House what action has | 
soon taken or decided upon by the Executive in connection || 
peel 


with the prosecutions instituted against any parties impli- | 
ated in the disturbances in the Territory of Kansas. 
cate 


Mr. LETCHER. I propose to amend that 
by adding ** and his reasons therefor.’’ 


‘Mr. EUSTIS. If the gentleman will tell me 
that the President has done it, I will accept that || 


queste 





| ; 
PORTRAIT OF JOHN HAMPDEN. | tation of either the one or the other artist, and 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I have received || © "© other can it be attributed. Sir Peter Lely 
a letter from the late Minister of the United States painted in the style of Vandyck. It is possible, 
at the Court of London, inclosing a letter to,him || therefore, it may be his work, and notthat of Van- 
from Mr. John MacGregor, who is well known dyck. But, as [cannot discover the cypher which 
as a great statist, and as Secretary of the Board || '* ¥®8 the custom of Sir Peter to put on all his 


| of Trade of England. This gentleman desires to || POTS, l conclude, as Mr. MacGregor states 


present to Congress a portrait of John Hampden, |, “tt this picture is by V andyck. It hasall the ease 
the great champion of civil liberty. I ask that and grace of his style—the figure has his favorite 
| the letter may be read; after which I shall submit attitude, and the picture is every way worthy of 
| a resolution to the Senate. him. Be that as it may, itis valuable as the work 
Ps ores 1< ; : “oo wal hile ann 

The Secretary read the letter, as follows: of agreatartist. [tisstll more valuable on account 
identities: tie: ini: nant | of the great historical interest which attaches to 
. ph eee ee a the name of John Hampden—the purest of all 

My pear Sir: Your having been so kind as to forward |/ 4), jaty and chs cons of freed E 
the portrait of the patriot Hampden, to be presented from || le patriots and < ao os wo 


modification. : | me to the Congress of the United States, I think it proper || land, who offered up his life in defense of popu- 
Mr. LETCHER. I do not know anything || for me to say something of the facts, as far as I have ascer- || lar rights, against royal and despotic prerogative, 


bout it. 
; Mr. EUSTIS. If any gentleman will state 
here, thatthe President has taken any such action 
upon the subject, then 1 have no objection to the 
modification. 

Mr. ALLISON. I object to the reception of 


the resolution. 


| tained them, as to its authenticity. 


| years ago, on repairing and altering his house, gave the 
| old portraits to a decorator and gilder, of the name of 


, =a . .|| It derives a further interest from the incidents 
It was formerly in the possession of Sir Richard Ellis, of ntioned by Morse, and ted Mr. Mac 
Buckinghamshire. His tamily, in the male line, became |} mentioned by Morse, and quoted in Mr. Mac- 


| extinct, and it, with several portraits, passed into the pos- || Gregor’s letter, which connect Hampden with an 


session of collateral heirs, and one of those, almost fifteen || important event in the early history of one of the 
States of our Union. I suppose that, taking into 


| Westby, to sell. Westby was, at the same time, employed || consideration all these things, the reputation of 
| by me in decorating and gilding my house in which I lived |} the artist, the value of the portrait itself as a work 


Mr. DICK. Iask the consent of the House || in Lowndes Square, and in which our mutual friend, Lady || of art, the historical interest of the personage 
to take up from the Speaker’s table, Senate bill || Talbot de Malahide, now resides, | From Westby I bought || whom it represents, and, I will add, the character 


No. 291, to provide for the improvement of the 
harbor of Georgetown, District of Columbia, in 
order that it may be referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. LETCHER, Mr. PHELPS and others, 
objected. | 

Mr. PHELPS. As objection is made to the | 
introduction of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Louisiana, [Mr.Eustis,] I give notice thatno 
other business out of order can be done. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I understand that the 


main question has been ordered on the bill || 
which has been reported from the Committee of || 


the Whole, and as the transaction of any other 
business is objected to, I move that the House | 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at | 
fifteen minutes past four o’clock) the House ad- 


journed until to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, August 14, 1856. 


Prayer by the Rev. Danret Watpo, Chaplain | 
of the House of Representatives. 


The Journal of yesterday was read. 
CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. HARLAN. I desire to hear re-read that 
portion of the Journal relating to the motion of 
my colleague in regard to the protest of the Senate 
of Iowa. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

“On motion of Mr. Jones, of Iowa, 

“ Ordered, That the credentials of the Hon. James Har- 
tax, of Lowa, with the resolutions of the Senate of lowa 
relative to his election as a Senator from that State, on the 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary.” 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order 
was not made. 

Mr. HALE. It was objected to, and the Chair 
said it could not be entertained. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. With the per- 
mission of the Senate, that clause will be stricken 
from the Journal. The motion to refer was not 


in Order at the time when it was made; and it was || 


objected to. The Chair hears no objection to 
correcting the Journal by striking out that clause. 


PAY OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask, by general consent, 
that a verbal correction be made in the bill to 
regulate the compensation of members of Con- 
gress, by striking out the words, ‘‘on proper 
requisition,’’ which are surplusage, and add aher 


the word *die,’’ the words, ‘‘ or his term expire;”’ | 


So as to make the same provisions apply to cases 
of death and expiration of a term. 


There being no objection, the amendments 
Were agreed to. 
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| Sir John Lely’s portrait of Lord William Russell, and this || | > Mr. MacGr | if ane diet hed 
| portrait of Hampden, attributed to Vandyck, in his earliest | of Mr. MacGregor himself as a distinguishes 
| and more finished manner. Houbraken engraved from it || Statist, a man of high reputation generally, and 
| his portrait of Hampden, for his large historical collection. what naturally enough touches us still more, @ 
[ send you this engraved portrait. Houbraken was a some- very liberal friend of our country, there will be 
what harsh engraver, and took liberties with the costumes, j ‘ i : . ; Se 
though he generally preserved the likeness. In this en- || 2° lesitation In act epting it, with a proper appre- 
graving it will be observed that every feature, the moustache || Clation of the gilt. 
and hair, are strikingly correct, the coloring making the | The Committee on the Library think the Pres- 
only difference. There is an ivory bust, very like, taken 7 ; 
from it, at the seat of the Earl of Buckinghamshire. There 
was a fine marble bust, from the painting at Stowe, before 


ident’s house is the most appropriate place in 
i . . . 
| which to put this portrait. I ask leave to intro- 


| the magnificent collection of the duke was sold in lots a duce a joint resolution for that purpose. 


few years ago. That bust had on the pedestal the following Leave was granted by unanimous consent to 
inscription : ee ‘ : : . 
, » the Ss S. No. = 
* Joun HaMPpEeN.—With great courage and consummate || introduce th joint ae solution ( No 40) ac 
| abilities he began a noble opposition to an arbitrary court, || Cepung the portrait of John Hampden, presented 
in defense of the liberties of his country; supported them | to Congress by John MacGregor; and it was 
in Parliament, agd died for them in the field.” \| read twice by its title, and considered as in Com- 
It is known that, at an early period, Hampden, disgusted || mittee of the Whole it ia: 
with the despotism of the King and the Church, contem- || * aOrS ms 
plated settling in America. He, his cousin Cromweil, and Resolved, &c., That the portrait of John Hampden, pre- 
| several others, had actually embarked in the Thames, and || sented to Congress by John MacGregor, be accepted, and 
| were prevented from departing by Charles I, It would ap- || the Joint Committee on the Library be directed to cause the 
pear, by the following extract from the history of New Eng- || same to be properly framed, and placed in the Executive 
| land, by Jedediah Morse, D. D., and the Rev. Elijah Parish, || Mansion. 
hat Hampden had previously been in America, when ¢ . 4s oat ‘ 
cweuky abet aoa an aa - Pannen, Hee See The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
| «In the spring of 1623, Massasoit fell sick, and sent intel- || Without amendment, ordered to be engrossedfor 
| ligence of it to the Governor, who immediately sent Mr. |} a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
| Winslow and Mr. John Hampden (the same man who 
| afterwards distinguished himself by his opposition to the PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
| arbitrary and unjust demands of Charles I.) to pay hima "7 r “os 
visit. They carried with them presents, and some cordials : Mr. ST UART presented the petition of Mary 
for his relief. Their visit and presents were very consola- |} Gay, widow of William Gay, late Indian agent 
tory to os venue — = — me means of his re- || in the Territory of Kansas, praying that provis- 
} covery. In return for their kindness, he intormec the m ot ion may be made for her support, in considera- 
a dangerous conspiracy among the neighboring Indians, the || |- 4 1 ° } a 
| object of which was the total extinction of the English. By |} On of the murder of her hus and ry armed men, 
means of this timely discovery, and the consequent spirited |} while in the discharge of the duties of his office; 
asks a eee oh, te 2 plans were executed || which was ordered to lie on the table, a bill for 
y the brave Captain Standish, the colony was once more her relief having already hoon panes. 


saved from destruction.”’ > ‘se 
These circumstances not only associate the name of Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of 


Hampden with America, but with the origin and rise of her || Lindsay Muse, assistant messenger in the Navy 
political, civil, and religious liberties. It was these histor- |} Department, praying for an increase of his com- 


ica] facts, and the honest interest which I take in your mag- : re eee Se a . 
nificent country, that suggested to me presenting the por- pensation; % ich was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


trait of the great patriot to your national Congress. - 5 si 
Wishing, with all sincerity, your safe arrival and happy Mr. BIGGS presented the memorial of William 
meee ag your —_— and —— you ~ — McKenney, praying that the act of July 27, 
through life, retain the warmest recollection of the happy r eee aa 
and instructive times I have had the pleasure of enjoying || 1854, for the relief of the widows and or »hans 
of the officers and seamen of the United States 


your society, 
schooner Grampus, lost at sea, may be so con- 














Believe me, faithfully yours, J. MACGREGOR. 
The Hon. James Bucuanan, §c., §c., §c. | strued as to extend relief to him; which was 


: —" \| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE. | Mr. Fresident, it will be per-||' “Mr. BENJAMIN presented the petition of 
pri he 7 ait which he ake qe ie re ! || Joseph S. Bossier, praying for payment for losses 
Row  pepedesse omers us Is alirt)- || caused by the seizure of the brig Seraphim and 
uted to the pencil of Vandyck, the greatest portrait | 


: as ok | cargo by the Government of Colombia; which 
, tic yr Dy i 5 ~ -—.° ® 
ainter known after Titian. Vandyck died in Eng- || om netiaeedl t6, ton Caeshae cine. 


| land, in = year i ae ae ree = || _ Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of L. A. 
ee It nani ieee Oe = S oe | Latil, praying a pension on account of disability 
or See ) Suppose, || incurred while master armorer at Baton Rouge; 


therefore, especially when the peculiar style of || Vi inn was referred to the Committee on Military 
| the portrait is observed, that it is really his work. || Affaire 
3. 


| If it be not, however, it can be ascribed to no 
source less distinguished than Sir Peter Lely, || ae 
|| who went to England in 1641, and succeeded Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
| Vandyck in reputation and in business. Whether i nance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No, 
| it be the one or the other, the portrait is of value, ] 315) making appropriations for the service of 
| and special value, from the great fame and repu-'! the Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


amendment. 

Mr STUART, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, reported a bill (S. No. 451) for the exten- 
sionof the preémptior privilege in the Territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska, and for other purposes; 
which was read, and passed to a commal reading. 


i 
| 
| 


Hie also, from the same committee, to whom |} 


was referred the bill (H.R. No. 123) to continue 
“the land offices at Vincennes, Indiana, and to as- 

certain and adjust the titles to certain landsin the 
States of Indiana and Illinois, formerly included | 
within the Vincennes land district, reported it | 
without amendment. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
(S. No. 63) to authorize and direct the settle- 
ment of the account of the State of Missouri for | 
money advanced for the subsistence and trans- | 
portation of volunteers, recommends that the | 
Senate concur in the amendment, which was to 
strike out the provision allowing interest. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on || 
Pensions, to whom were referred the following | 


House bills, reported them without amendment: 
An act (No. 196) for the relief of Antoine Ro- 
bedeau; 


An act (No. 282) for the relief of Edmund || 


Mitchell; | 
An act (No. 359) increasing the pension of | 
George Ww. Torrence; 
Au act (No. 368) for the relief of Ursula E. | 
Cobb, widow of Charles Cobb; « 
An act (No. 373) for the relief -of John Con- 


nolly, latea private in company A, sixth infantry, || 


United States Army; 

An act (No. 377) for the relief of Abner Dick- | 
son, a soldier in thé war of 1812; 

An act (No. 468) increasing the pension of 
Daniel Waldo, of Onondaga county, New York; 
and 

An act (No. 472) for the relief of Lewis Hem- 
bert. 

Mr. DURKEE, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was re- | 
ferred the petition of Ramsey & Carmick, sub- | 
mitted a report, which was ordered to be printed. 


ment of the House of Representatives to the bill | 


(S. No. 203) for the relief of Mrs. AgathaO’Brien, }| 


widow of brevet Major J. P. J. O’Brien, late of 
the United States Army, recommend that the 
Senate reject the amendment, as it would destroy 
the bill. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill communi- | 
cated to the Senate by the Court of Claims, on the 
28th of July, for the relief of Henry and Frederick | 
W. Meyer, merchants of the city of New York, 
with the opinion of the court, reported the bill 
without amendment, and submitted a report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

The bill was read, and passed to a second | 
reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the bill from the Court of Claims, | 
for the relief of James Beatty’s personal repre- | 
sentative, with the opinion of the court, reported 
the bill without amendment, and submitted a | 
report; which was ordered to be printed. 

he bill was read, and passed to a second | 
reading. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 
No. 336) for the relief of John Rogers, reported | 
it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, asked to be 





ae ie from the further consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 78) to provide for the satisfaction of 
Choctaw reservations, under the nineteenth arti- 
cle of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, of 
September, 1830; which was agreed to. 

r. TOOMBS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
402) to provide for holding the courts of the 
United States in the State of California, in case 
of sickness or disability of the judges of the dis- 
trict courts, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the | 


| 


cial order is. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 


oe = —— - ——SS 
ending the 30th of June, 1857, reported it without | bill (H. R. No. 224) authorizing the legal repre- 
sentatives of Manuel Gonzales Moro to enter cer- 

| tain lands in Missouri, reported it without amend- || 
| ment. 
' 
| 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 260) for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Thomas Gordon, deceased, reported 
it without amendment. 


| BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BENJAMIN asked, and by unanimous | 


consent obtained, leave to bring in a bill (S. No. 


454) to confirm the title of Benjamin E. Edwards 


| to a certain tract of land in the Territory of New | 
| Mexico; which was read a first and second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


Mr. BENJAMIN presented papers relating to |) honorable Senator from Iowa [Mr. FLaRLay) 
the claim of Benjamin E. Edwards; which were || submit what papers he desires to present, 


i referred to the Committee Private Land 


Claims. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 


on 


leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That the claim of the legal representatives of 
James Le Caze, surviving partner of Le Caze & Mallet, be 
referred to the Conrt of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, it was || 


Ordered, That the adverse report of the Committee on | session. 


Ordered, That Pierre Menard and Louis Vallejo have | 


Naval Affairs, on the petition of J. P. Milton, be recommit- | 


ted to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


J. F. DOOLEY. 


which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 
Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to J. F. Dooley 


received by him, making in the whole $1,200 per annum. 
IOWA SENATORSHIP. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I ask the Senate to 
take up the protest of the Senate of lowa, in rela- 
tion to the election of my colleague, and refer it 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BAYARD. Ido not jake wé are to 


| the sum of $100 per annum, in addition to the amount now | 
| 
} 
t 


|| report upon it at this session. 
Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mil- || 


itary Affairs, to whom was referred the amend- || 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Ido not ask the com- 
mittee to report on it at once. 

Mr. BAYARD. Then I have no objection. 

Mr. HARLAN. I desire to have a division 
| on that question, and have the vote first put on 
| taking up the subject. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
| will be on taking up the papers referred to. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARLAN. | ask that their consideration 
be made the special order for twelve o’clock to- 
morrow. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not care what the Sen- 
| ate may do between twelve and one o’clock; but 
I hope it will not be in the way of the appropri- 
ation bills at one o’clock. 

Mr. BAYARD. I wish to know whether the 
motion of the Senator from Iowa is to consider 
the question, and pass upon it to-morrow, or 
merely to determine upon the reference to-mor- 
row? Ido not suppose the subject ought to be 
disposed of without reference to the Committee 
on the Judiciary; but it is now too late in the 
session for them to act upon it with the present 
pressure of business upon us in the Senate. I 
do not know what the object of making it a spe- 





I only ask to have it 
referred. 

Mr. BAYARD. I am speaking of the Sen- 
ator’s colleague, [Mr. Harian.] I desire to know 
whether his object is to have the question dis- 
posed of by the Senate to-morrow, without any 
action of the committee, or to have it referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary? If the Senator 
from Iowa desires to have the question disposed 
of to-morrow, of course, as it is a matter involv- 
ing his personal interests, I shall not oppose that 
course, though I think it more regular to refer it 
to a committee. 
respect. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, my object in 
asking that this subject may be made the special 
order for to-morrow is, that I may be enabled to 
present all the papers and statutory provisions 


1 will follow his wishes in that 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; | 





| 


| with but a few minutes’ notice, and L am no 
| prepared with all the papers and books wh), 





gee until to-morrow, at twelve 0’¢lor 
) 


| ilege it takes precedence of all or 





| upon. 








~ 


____> August 14, 


of the State of Iowa, which will bear upon th, 
final settlement of this question. It has Re 
raised without any consultation with me.” 


tne . 


d ° | 
desire. J] wish time to collect them, and pres I 


them in connection with the protest of the g,..._" 
of lowa. — 

Mr. BAYARD. I would suggest to the ¢. 
ator from Iowa, that that can be done wit), 
making it a special order for to-morrow 
course the committee would not act without },.. 
ing all the Senator had to say, and all ihe pap =f 
he wished to communicate. = 

Mr. SEWARD. Allow me to sugges 4,,, 
the consideration of the motion of referenes ),, 
ky and 
1€N the 


au 


Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection ta th,, 
Mr. BUTLER. That course 1s perfectly y», 


. 
ur 


e made the special order for that time, w| 


| necessary. I suppose it was my duty, if | joj 
| been in the Chamber at the time when the pay 
| were placed upon file, to ask for their refere,, 

| That seems to be the general impression; but | 


3 


do not like to interfere with such matters, 7), 


| gentleman from lowa can present his Papers at 


the next session, and have them referred to tha 


|| Committee on the Judiciary. I take it for ray. 


ed that the®case will be considered at the ney, 
It cannot be considered at this sessing. 
Mr. FOOT. I desire to suggest that this is q 


|| question of privilege, involving the right of q 


member to a seat here; and as a ese e of priv. 
inary questions 


in this body; therefore it takes no higher posi. 


| tion and no greater precedence by making it the 


special order, than it already has as a question 
of privilege under the parliamentary law. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair s 
understands. Does the Senator from Iowa insist 
upon his motion? 

Mr. HARLAN. Ido. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
is to postpone this to ae until to-morrow, and 
make it the special order for twelve o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I present, and ask for the 


| immediate consideration of a resolution similar 


to that passed two years ago, which will relieve 


| all the committees of the Senate of the unnecessa- 


ry trouble of making reports on matters not passed 
It is to continue the business to the next 
session in the same state in which it will be when 


| we adjourn: 


Resolved, That all subjects before the Senate, at the close 
of the present session, including those before committees, 
shall be continued to the next session, and shall be pro- 
ceeded with in the same manner as if no adjournment of 
the Senate had taken place; anc the papers which have 
been referred to the committees, and may be in their posses 


| sion at the close of the session, shall be returned informally 


to the Secretary, and by him restored to the eomumittees, 
when appointed at the next session. 


The resolutton was considered by unanimous 


| consent, and agreed to. 


PAGES’ EXTRA COMPENSATION. 
Mr. STUART submitted the following resolu 
tion for consideration: 
Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund of 


| the Senate, to each of the pages in the service of the Sen- 
| ate, the usual compensation allowed them at the close of 


the session, after deducting therefrom the amount they may 
have received under the joint resolution, approved July 
20, 1854. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consel! 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be request 
ed to communicate to the Senate in December next, 4! 
port from the superintendent of weights and measur, 


| showing the number and kind of standards and of be 


ances made and distributed to States and custom-house* 
and the legislation of the different States in relation to We 
standard weights and measures. i 


COMMERCIAL STATISTICS. 
Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following res” 
lution; which was considered by unanimous 60" 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Printing be instruet®4 
to report upon the expediency of printing, in quarto = 
five thousand copies of the message of the President to 
House of Representatives on commercial statistics, with the 
accompanying documents, for the use of the Senate. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. | am instructed, by the 
nl .on Patents and the Patent Office, to 





Committee 


report back the bill (H.R. No. 325) for the relief 


¢ Jsaac Adams, with a recommendation that it 
‘ass, and to request immediate action upon it. I 
nresume there will be no objection to it. 

* Mr. TOOMBS. | ' 
natents in this way. That is the difficulty. If 
it was anything else I would not object. 

‘Mr. ALLEN. 
the bill now. s 

Mr. FESSENDEN subsequently said: I ask 
now that the bill which I reported this morning 
may be taken up. The Senator from Rhode 
Jsland is willing to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. ALLEN. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. SLIQELL. I understand the bill is for 
the renewal of the patent, and I feel constrained 
to make an objection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
importance, and I think there will be no opposi- 
tion to the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires 
unanimous consent to consider the bill now. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I am acting under instruc- 
tions, and feel constrained to object. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

not be now considered, objection being made. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Yesterday I gave notice of a 
resolution to proceed to the consideration, at 
half past eleven o’clock to-day, of bills on the 
Private Calendar which have passed the House 
of Representatives, and which will not give rise 
to debate. I understood the Chair to intimate 
that that amounted to a suspension of the rules, 
and for that reason was not acted on yesterday. 
| hope the Senate wi!l now consent to devote an 
hour or two to the consideration of these bills. 
| desire to say to the Senator from Maine, in rela- 
tion to the bill which he wished to consider, a 
few moments since, and to which | thought it my 


duty to interpose objection, that I shall be obliged | 


to vote against that bill, as against all other ex- 
tensions of patents; but I shall not discuss it. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will receive morning business until the expiration 
of the morning hour. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. I wish to 
present resolutions of the Legislature of the State 


of New Hampshire, in-relation to the repeal of 
the Missouri compromise, the disturbances in | 


Kansas, and the recent assault made upon a Sen- 
ator on the floor of this House. I ask that they 
be read. 

The Secretary read the resolutions. 

Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. I move that 
the resolutions lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. CLAY. I object to the printing of those 
resolutions. 

Mr. TOOMBS, and others. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
passed by the New Hampshire Legislature? Let 
the Secretary look at the date. 


Let them go. 


The SECRETARY. They were approved by | 


the Governor July 12, 1856. 

Mr.BUTLER. Iask, then, whetherit is manly 
to bring in those resolutions at this time, when 
: is known that we cannot consider and denounce 
them? 

Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. In answer to 
the Senator, I will remark, these resolutions were 
received on the adjournment of the Legislature 
of New Hampshire within some two or three 
weeks past—not more than that—and the Senate 
all know what the pressure of business has been 
during that time. { might mention another cir- 
cumstance, if it were worth while to mention it; 
and that is, the condition of my health has been 
such that I could barely attend here, and I have 


not felt that I could partake in the business of 


the Senate. 
_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
1S On printing the resolutions. 
Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. MASON. Are they to be printéd, asa 
matter of course, under the rule? 
Mr. WELLER. I think the rule requires it. 
The PRESIDENT - tempore. It is not re- 


quired by the rule. majority can order the 
printin 


Mr. MASON . I suggest to the Senator from 


I object to the consideration of 


It isa matter of pressing || 


The bill can- | 


When were t resolutions | ; 
V hen were those resolutions || Resolved, That the memorial and papers of C. B. Cluskey, | 
| 
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t 

Alabama, who makes objection, that, be their | 

character what it may, the resolutions come from | 

|| one of the States, and I am not aware of an in- | 
|| stance where the Senate has refused to print res- 
|| olutions from a State Legislature. I think we 

| Should be very carefuland guarded in the courtesy | 

we extend to a State, whatever the conduct of the | 


I do not like the extension of || authorities for the time being of that State may | 


j e. i 
|| The PRESIDENT protempore. ‘The Chair wil | 
|| remark that resolutions from a State Legislature, 
] under the rule, do not necessarily goto the Com- 
|| mittee on Printing; but it is in the power of the 
|| Senate to say whether they will or will not print | 
|| them. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. I hope they will be printed. | 
| It seems these Free-Soil gentlemen are in a bad 
| humor in New Hampshire. They want a quar- 
‘| rel. What they say does not hurt anybody. I 
|| think we ought to see their resolutions in print, 
| and let them scold as much as they please. It 
|| will not hurt anybody, and is not likely to do so. 
|| I hope the objection will be withdrawn. 
| Mr. CLAY. 
|| and insulting character of the resolutions, {Mr. 
|| Toomss. That is their fault.] and though I would 
have felt ashamed of la present such reso- | 
|| lutions, if my State could have degraded itself so 
| 
| 


tion at the instance of my friend. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

| print will be made. 

Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. 


The order to 





T was about 
| to” make a remark in reply to what has been 
| said . ! 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
| 

| 





| has been decided. 
| Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. I have fur- 
|| ther resolutions from the State of New Hamp- 
|| shire; and I ask for their reading. 
(| Mr. WELLER. | move to dispense with their 
reading. 
| time. 
Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. They are in 
response to certain resolutions of the State of 
Arkansas, which have been communicated to the 
| State of New Hampshire by the Execytive of that 
| State, and they relate to the same general subject 
of the repeal of the Missouri compromise. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- 
ator ask for the reading? 


| 
| 


|| long, and I ask that they be read. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
|| be read. 

The Secretary read the resolutions. 

Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. I move that 
they lie on the table, and be printed. 
| he motion was agreed to. 


ENLARGEMENT OF THE CAPITOL. 


Mr. IVERSON. I desire to present a resolu- 
| tion of inquiry, which I ask the Senate to act 
upon at once: 


They must 


| architect and civil engineer, asking to be compensated for 
| the plan projected by him, for the “ enlargement of the 


with associate subordinate features on the wings, as shown 
on said plan, with the plan on which the dome is proposed 
to be erected, and report their relative cost and adaptation 
to the whole structure in its present extended length and 
form; also, how far the design of Mr. Cluskey is embodied 
and about to be used in the proposed plan ; and what com- 
pensation, if any, should be allowed him for being the first 
| to devise and recommend the improvement of the dome by 
one of cast-iron, of increased architectural proportions and 


on Public Buildings and Grounds, Thirtieth Congress, 
| second session.) S 
I desire the resolution to go to the Committee 
/on Public Buildings at the present session; and 
ask them now to act on it or not, as they please. 
Mr.CASS. I have not the slightest objection; 
but there is an assertion of fact in the resolution 
of which I know nothing. It is, that this man 
was the first to propose the plan. 


} 


|| by the committee. ’ 

Mr. CASS. It seems to me the resolution 
states a fact,and I do not know whether itis true | 
| or not. 





Notwithstanding the infamous || 


| far as to adopt them, I will withdraw the objec- 


It is an unnecessary consumption of || 


1 Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. They are not | 


| Capitol,’’ and presented on the Ist day of December, 1550, | 
| in pursuance of the Senate’s resolution of the 25th of Sep- | 
tember previous, (which plan was approved, and its adop- | 
tion recommended by the examining architects,) be taken | 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee || 
on Public Buildings ; and that said committee examine and | 
compare his design for a cast-iron dome over the rotunda, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| harmony of design, as described in his report on the public | 
| buildings here in 1849: (see report No. 90 of the Committee | 


Mr. IVERSON. That is to be inquired into ] tinued in the hands of Mr. Adams. 


2009 


| Mr. BAYARD. [have not the slightest objec- 
| tion to the reference of the resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings; but the honorable 
Senator who presents it need not expect any 
report at this session of Congress. It is utterly 
impossible for us toacton itnow. Itis mingling 
with the construction of the Capitol some matter 
of pee claim as to the original design, as | 
| understand from the reading of it. I think it 
| cannot be expected that we should make that 
investigation at this session, but I will do so at 


the next session, if I am still a member of the 
committee. 


| Mr. SEWARD. I desire to hear the indicative 
ortion of that resolution read, and I want to 
now whether I commit myself to any assertion 
of fact by the recital ? 
| Mr. CASS. Why not let the memorial be 
| ~ referred ? 
| Mr. SEWARD. The Senator’s objection is 
| met by inserting the words “as he alleges”’ after 
| 66 »rojected by him.”’ 
| Mr. IVERSON. Ihave no objection to that 
modification. 
The resolution, as modified, was agreed tu. 


ADAMS'S PRINTING PRESS. 


On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, the Senate 
as in Committee of the Whole proceeded to con- 
|| sider the bill (H. R. No. 325) for the relief of 
| Isaac Adams. 
| Under its provisions, the letters patent granted 
|| to Isaac Adams on the 14th of October, 1830, 
'| for new and useful improvements in the printing 
|| machine called the power printing press, and also 
i| the letters patent granted to him on the 2d of 
'| March, 1836, for additional improvements in the 
|| power printing press, will be renewed and ex- 
' tended, for a term commencing with the date of 

the passage of the act, and ending on the 2d of 
| March, 1865, for the benefit of Adams, his heirs 
| and legal representatives. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| 


|| amendment. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 
table. 
Mr. BIGLER. It is a perfectly meritorious 
bill, and called for by all the parties interested. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion is 
| not debatable. 

i| The motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, and 

|| was read the third time, 

On its passage, Mr. SLIDELL called for the 
|| yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER. Dol understand that this bill 
proposes to extend the patent fourteen years 
ongerr 

|| Several Senators. Seven years. 

il Mr. FESSENDEN. As this is a bill for the 

| renewal of a patent, I will in a very few words 

|| explain it to the satisfaction of the Senate. The 
bill proposes to renew a patent which was granted 
to Mr. Adams as the inventor of the power print- 
ing-press, which is used for the hay of fine 
work—books. Mr. Adams has been in the en- 
| joyment of a patent for the ordinary term, and 
has not realized a sufficient remuneration. Mr. 

Adams makes all his machines himself. He isa 

machinist; he has never charged anything for 

his patent. He merely charges the ordinary 
remuneration for his work as a machinist, and 
is the only man in the country who makes the 
machine at'the present time. He has never sold 
the right to make it, because others cannot do it 
as well as himself. [ hold in my hand a list of 
those persons who have recommended tlrat the 

atent be renewed to him. This list is made up 
of all the leading, principal publishers of books 
who buy the presses of him, and the publishers 
| of newspapers who use his presses in the prin- 
cipal cities of the United States, North and South. 

It has the names of Gales & Seaton; Mr. Hoe, of 

New York, the inventor of the cylinder press; 

the Harpers, and all the principal publishers of 

New York, Boston, Cincinnati, Washington, 

Baltimore, and several other cities. They say it 

is for the great advantage of the trade itself that 

the construction of the machine shall be con- 

He is an 

admirable machinist. He charges nothing for 

the patent, and makes such machines as nobody 
else can make without his experience. He merely 
charges a reasonable profit on the work he does. 


I move that the bill lie on the 
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The publishers—those who use the machines | 


themselves—are exceedingly anxious this patent | 
should be renewed for the benefitof the country. | 
Under these circumstances, I think no gentleman 
can object to the renewal of the patent. The | 
committee were unanimous upon it. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. Here is another 
case of renewals. I desire to know whether it is 
intended that Congress shal] become a mere board 
of examiners to determine whether patents shall 
be renewed or not?) Why does not Mr. Adams 
go where the law directs him? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. He has been there. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And been rejected ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No; his patent has been 
renewed there. He has had one term under the 
law. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
an additional term? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir; and I stated the | 
reason. Although he has had it for twenty-one | 
oe he has not been remunerated, because he 
1 


Then you want | 


as been acting merely as a machinist, making || 


his machines, and charging only a reasonable 
profit for his labor. He comes here sustained by | 
the whole class of men in the United States who | 


use his machines; and _ say thatit is for their || 


interest as purchasers and printers that the con- 
struction should be continued in the hands of Mr. | 
Adams himself. The good of the country re- | 
quires it, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand it 
perfectly, I think. This gentleman has had his 
patent, and the exclusive right to manufacture 
these printing-presses for twenty-one years, and | 
he comes here and asks now that we shall give | 
him seven additional years; and the argument is 
simply, that he has never made anything out of 
the patent. Why? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not so. He has not 
been sufficiently remunerated. He has done the | 


work, and only received the ordinary profit of a || 


machinist. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the Sen- 
ator will let me state the case, and then he can | 
reply to me if he chooses, I understood the Sen- 
ator to say that he had not been sufficiently re- 
munerated—that he was the only manufacturer of 
these presses—that he had never sold to anybody 
else the right to manufacture them. Then oa has 
® monopoly, and has had it for twenty-one years; | 
he will not allow you or me or ae else to 
manufacture these presses. He holds the power 


in his own hands, and has held it there for twen- || : é ma 
| other land officers of the United States. 


ty-one years, and comes here and asks an addi- 

tional seven years. Why did he not sell his | 
patent? Evidently because he thought it more | 
profitable to himself to retain the exclusive con- | 
trol of it, and to deny the right to any other man 
to manufacture a press of this kind. He keeps it 
to himself, thinking that the safest and best; and | 
having had it twenty-one years he asks us to | 


extend it seven years more. You had better give || 


a life estate to him and his children at once. As 
for the recommendation of publishers, however | 
high and valuable they may be, it may be to | 
their interest, because they may have the ma- | 


says, *‘[ will not charge you anything for the 
sae if you will not allow any oer man in the 
Jnited States to manufacture the presses.’’ It is, 
in my judgment, the most absolute monopoly I | 
ever heard of before. I suggest to the Senate 
now that it would be better to decide this question | 
at once, whether we are to become the mere de- | 


atents, or are to leave it where the law has left 
it?) He has had his monopoly for twenty-one 
years, and I see no reason why he should want | 


Mr. BROWN. 


| 
more, \| 
i 


Tam not going to discuss the | 


question, but simply to indorse the statement of || 


my rr on the committee, the Senator from 
Maine. am as much opposed ordinarily to | 


extending patents by law as the Senator from || 


Tennessee; but this is one of those extraordinary | 
cases where even the parties having adverse in- 
terests come forward and ask for the extension. 
If there were an 
where against the extension of this patent, I 
would yield to their opposition; but when the 
parties having adverse interests, if there be any | 
such interests, come forward and ask for the ex- 
tension, I de not see why itshould not be granted. 


THE 


———————— 


| and Yulee—29. 


‘General Land Office, which I present. 


| concurred 
| grossed for a third ‘reading, read the third time, 


protests from ener any- || 


There can be no harmful monopoly in this. Why 
do they ask it? Because they get these machines | 
more perfect and at less price from the inventor | 
han they possibly can from anybody else, there- 





fore they want him to be in a position where he | 


can keep up his manufactory, and supply them 
with the machines they want upon better terms, 
quicker, and cheaper than anybody else. For 
hess reasons I shall vote for the bill. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 16; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, 
Bigler, Bright, Brown, Cass, Clayton, Collamer, Dodge, 
Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Houston, 
James, Jones of Iowa, Mason, Pratt, Seward, Stuart, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, Weller, Wilson, Wright, 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Clay, Crit- 
tenden, Douglas, Evans, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Jones of 
‘Tennessee, Mallory, Pugh, Reid, Slidell, and Toombs—-16. 


So the bill was passed. 


LAND DISTRICTS IN CALIFORNIA. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, the bill (8. No. 
445) to create an additional land district in the 
State of California was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. WELLER. There has been a substitute 
for the bill prepared by the Commissioner of the | 
It is to 
strike outall after the enacting clause, and insert: 

That so much of the public lands in the State of Califor- 


| nia as lie north of the fitth standard parallel north of Monte 


Diablo mountain, and north of the nearest township line 
thereof, extended to the sea-coast in the surveys made from 
the Humboldt meridian, to be hereafter determined by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, be, and the same 
is hereby, constituted a separate land district, to be called 


| the Humboidt district, the land office for which shall be 
established at Uniontown, in said State. 


Sec. 2. That so much of the public lands in said State as 


| lie between the third and eighth standard lines south of the 


Monte Diablo base line, and east of the coast range of 


| mountains, shall form an additional district, to be called the 
| Lake Tulare district, the west boundary of which shall 


hereafter be established on the township lines nearest the 
summit of the coast range, pursuant to instructions from 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office ; and the land 
office for such district shall be first established at the town 


| of Visalia, in Tulare county ; both of which above-named 
| offices shall be subject to removal by the President, from 


time to time, whenever, in his opinion, it may be deemed 
expedient. * 

Sec. 3. That the President be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, or during the recess thereof, and until the end of its 
next session aftersuch appointment, a register and receiver 
for either or both of these districts, which such officers shall 
be required to reside at the sites of said offices, whose com- 
pensation shall be the same as that allowed other land offi- 
cers in California, and who shall be subject to the same acts 
and penalties as are, or may be, prescribed by law as to 


Sec. 4. That any locations or sales of land in either of 
the districts of land now subject to sale at Marysville, Be- 


| nicia, or Los Angelos, after the passage of this act, and 


before the receipt by the land officers thereat of instructions 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office under 
this act, shall be as good and valid in law as if this act had 
not been passed. 

Sec. 5. That to meet the expenses of carrying this act 
into effect, the following sums, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, be, and the same are hereby, appropriated : 
For salaries of the register and receiver herein authorized 
to be appointed, $12,000; for tract and other books, rent of 
office, (not to exceed 350 per month each,) office furniture, 
iron safe, and other proper and necessary incidental ex- 
penses authorized by the Commissioner of the General 


The amendment was agreed to. The bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment made as in Committee of the Whole was 
in. The bill was ordered to be en- 


; ; : || Land Office, $8,000. 
chines, and may be satisfied with them; and he || » $e; 


and passed. On motion of Mr. WELLER, the title 
was amended so as to read ** A bill to vreate two 


: : : ~ || additional land districts in California.”’ 
terminers of the question of the extension of || 


DES MOINES RAPIDS VETO. 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I now move to take 


up the Des Moines rapids ny tere bill, ve- | 
| toed by the President of the 


nited States. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Lhope the Senator from Iowa 
will consent to the consideration of the resolu- 
tion which I offered this morning to devote an 
hour or an hour and a half to the consideration 
of private bills of the House. Ishall have no 
objection after that. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. We can do that after 
this bill shall be disposed of. I think there will 
be nothing to do but take the vote in this case. 
There is to be no debate about it. An appropri- 
ation has been made to open the mouth of the 
Mississippi river, and I want to have these rapids 
in the same river cleared out, in order that we 
may get our produce through from above. 
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Mr. SEWARD. I hope the Sena 
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—_ 
nator Will agr, 
™ notice yester. 
ould insist oy, its 


to take up this vetoed bill, I gay 
day and the day before that 1 sh 
consideration. 

_Mr. HUNTER. If the Senators wij] ares + 
give way at one o’clock, I have no objection i 
is indispensable to have an appropriation };), 
under consideration at one o’clock—the Mise 
neous or civil bill. oe 

Mr. SEWARD. There will be no de 
the part of the friends of the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. If there is an underst 
to lay it down at one o’clock, I shall no 
to taking it up. 

Mr. SEWARD. The friends of the bj)) will 
be able to get through with it at or : 
o’clock, so far as e are concerned. 

Mr. HUNTER. cannot vote. for takine 
up. =e 

The motion was agreed to; there bei 
division—ayes 21, noes 13. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 

is, whether the bill for the improvement of ti, 

Des Moines rapids, in the Mississippi river, slial! 

pass, the President’s objections to the contrary 

notwithstanding. y 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 

; ane 8, 

as required by the Constitution, resulte 
32, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire, Bel} o¢ 
Tennessee, Benjamin, Bigler, Cass, Clayton, Collamer, Crit. 
tenden, Dodge, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Fish, Foo; 
Foster, Geyer, Hale, Harlan, James, Jones of Iowa. Jones 
of Tennessee, Pratt, Pugh, Seward, Stuart, Thomson of 
New Jersey, Trumbull, Wade, Weller, Wilson, ang 
Wright—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Brown 
Butler, Clay, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, 
Mallory, Mason, Reid, Toombs, and Yulee—17. 2 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Two thirds 
of the Senate not having voted for the passage 
of the bill, the President’s objection to the con. 
trary notwithstanding, it does not pass. 


PUBLISHING DEBATES. 


Mr. BROWN. I introduced a resolutiona few 
mornings ago, which lays over, there being objec. 
tion to it, to compensate the editors of the Intel 
ligencer, Union, and Sentinel, for publishing the 
debates of the Senate. I now ask that it be 
taken up, and considered. 

Mr. BAYARD. Is it in order to move thie 
reference of that resolution to the Committee on 
Printing ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first ques- 
tion will be on taking it up. 

The motion was not agreed to, there being, on 
a division—ayes 16, noes 22. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. ADAMS. I renew the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, to postpone all prior orders, 
with a view of taking up the House private bills 
which lead to no debate. It is important that they 
be disposed of now. 

Mr. HUNTER. T am bound to oppose the 
motion. If the Senate will take up and dispose 
of the civil or miscellaneous appropriation bill 
to-day, [ shall not object to taking two hours for 
private bills to-morrow; but it is important that 
this should be acted on at once. I hope the Sen- 
ate will not put aside the appropriation bills for 
private bills. I hope the motion will be with- 
drawn, so as to allow us to go on with the mis- 
cellaneous appropriation bill. 

Mr. ADAMS. I am not disposed to interfer 
with the regular order of business. The hour 
has not yet arrived for the special order. 

Mr. SLIDELL. By two o’clock we can get 
through almost all the House private bills. 
hope the Senator from Mississippi will insist 0" 
his motion. : 

Mr. ADAMS. [insist on the motion with the 
understanding, that at one o’clock the Senator 
from Virginia will call up his bill. : 

Mr. HUNTER. I am willing to let the prt 
vate bills go on till one o’clock. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Say two o’clock. 

MreHUNTER. I mustobject to that. | 

Mr. BRODHEAD. To-morrow is private bill 
day, and we can then insist on them. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will not be in the way ' 
morrow, if the Senate will allow me to finish the 
civil appropriation bill to-day. I submit a mowou 
to take up the bill H. R. No. 201. ; 

Mr. SLIDELL. Do! understand the chair 
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~~ of the Committee on Finance to say that 
" norrow he will interpose no objection to the 
‘Meration of the Private Calendar? = 
er. HUNTER. I will interpose no objection 
_g or three hours to-morrow, if the appro- 
vation bill be disposed of to-day. 


Mr. SLIDELL. Very well. 

" pNROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
\ message from the House of Representatives, 
Mr. Cu.iom,their Clerk, announced that the 


cwaker had signed a number of enrolled bills. 
' President pro tempore signed them as fol- 


= = 


1 
he 


a act for the relief of Amos B. Eaton, acom- 
cary of subsistence in the United States Army; 
“jy act for the relief of West Drinkwater and 


An act for the relief of Dempsey Pittman; 

An act for the relief of Samuel Forrest; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Smith ; 

An act granting a pension to Nathaniel Moth- 
chead, of Missour1; 

\y act increasing the pension of Albert Hart; 
An act for the relief of Levi C. Harris; 

Anact for the relief of Betsey Whipple; 
An act for restoring Joshua Mercer to the roll 
of invalid pensioners; ; 

An act to increase the pension of Alpheus T. 
Palmer, late a lieutenant in the ninth regiment of 
[nited States infantry ; 

An act to increase the pension of Amaziah 
Goodwin, of the State of Maine; 

An act granting a pension to Samuel B. Porter, 
peoldier in the Jate war with Great Britain; 

An act granting a pension to Morris Powers; 

Anact granting a pension to Mrs. Olivia W. 
Cannon, widow of Joseph S. Cannon, late a mid- 
shipman of the United States Navy, now de- || 
Ceast d. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Cutiom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House insisted on their disagreement to the first 
and third amendments of the Senate to the bill 
(H.R. No 189) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending 30th of June, | 
}357, and on their amendment to the second 
amendment of the Senate; that the House agreed | 
tothe conference asked by the Senate on the dis- 
sereeing votes of the two Houses, and appointed 
Mr. Puetrs of Missouri, Mr. Benson of Maine, 
and Mr. Srranauan of New York, the com- 
mittee of conference on their part. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate pro- | 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- | 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 201) making appropri- || 
ations for certain civil expenses of the Govern- | 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857, 
which was reported from the Committee on Fi- | 
nance, with amendments. 

The first amendment of the committee was in | 
the appropriations for the coast survey, to strike | 
out the word ** correct,’’ and insert ** connect;’? | 
80 that the clause will read: 

| 
| 
| 


- 

















Forrunning a line to connect the triangulation on the 
Atlantic eoast with that on the Gulf of Mexico, across the 
Forida peninsula, $15,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. That isa mere verbal amend- 
ment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert, after the clause making an era 
fora building in Baltimore for the United States 
courts: 


And the further sum of $267,000 to enable the President i| 
to purchase the lot and repair the building thereon, condi- | 
hionally purchased by him of the Merchants’ Exchange Com- 
pany fora post office, in the said city of Baltimore. 

Mr. PEARCE. This amendment is designed || 
‘o carry out the provisions of a law passed at the || 
last session. That law authorized the President } 
to select sites for a court-house and for a post || 
Office, and to make contracts, if he found any such | 
sites with suitable buildings on them, which con- || 
tracts, however, were to be conditional, and sub- || 
mitted to Congress for approval. The President | 

accordingly took considerable pains to execute | 
with judgment and fidPlity the duty thus assigned 


to him, He went to the city of Baltimore, and || 

*xamined himself in person two proposed sites. || 

le determi is si i ‘di be | 
termined to seleet this site for a post office, |! place, of a new and magnificent building, to be 





| ing, which adjoins the custom-house, is intended | 


| rotundas in the United States, making it the most 
| convenient place imaginable for persons having 


| to him. 


| eral Government, have had the same under consideration, 


| everybody, and to any site there will always be found some 
active and industrious opponents. It would, therefore, be |} 


| pression of dissatisfaction on the part of the public ; and it 
| is believed that it might have remained there through all | 
| future time, with general approbation, if the late act of 
, Congress had not presented the opportunity of making sale 


| position of the subject had better be left uninterfered with 
| where the law has placed it. They therefore think no action 
should be taken by the authorities of Baltimore, and they || 
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being the one in which the post office has been || 
kept for the last five years. It is known as the 
Exchange Building. 

The President contracted to purchase this 
building, which was erected a number of years 
since by a company of merchants of Baltimore, 
at a very large expense—at a cost, I believe, of 
about halfa million of dollars. It is built in the 
most substantial manner. This part of the build- | 


for the post office, and contains one of the finest 


business with the post office, for the receipt an 
delivery of letters, or otherwise. It has every | 
convenience, also, for the access of the mails. 1 | 
believe the site to be entirely satisfactory to the 

reatmass of the people of Baltimore. I suppose 
it would be impossible to select any site which 
would be equally satisfactory to every one resid- 
ing in the city. Somebody must be ata distance 


from the post office, and that somebody will de- || 


sire to have the post office brought a little nearer | 





This site is in the center of the business of the 
city. It is near to the shipping; it adjoins the | 
custom-house; it is centrally situated as to the | 
city at large. I think, according to Poppleton’s | 
map, it is as near to the center of the city as any 
other point that could be selected. Besides, my 
own opinion of that matter—and I have been long | 
familiar with the city of Baltimore, quite as fa- 


miliar as one of my colleagues in the other House || 


who dissents from me in this particular—I have 
the opinion of the First Branch of the City 
Council, which was unanimously passed, res- | 
olutions approving the site, which, as they are 
very short, I beg leave to read them: 


“Mr. Kirk, from the committee of conference on the 


post office location, submitted the following report and res- |! 


olution, which were read: : 
“The joint committee of conference, upon the subject 
of the location of the proposed new post office by the Gen- 


and beg leave to report, that by the act of Congress, the 
subject of selecting a suitable site for a post office was 
confided to the President of the United States, doubtless 
in full confidence that he would perform the duty with 
strict and impartial regard to the public interests. It is true, 
Congress retained the right to appropriate, by subsequent 
legislation, the money necessary to carry out the purpose 


in view; but it cannot be supposed that they ever designed || 


to retain the power of annulling an act they had asked the 
President to perform, and which, in the exercise of his 
honest judgment, he had performed. To refuse now an 
appropriation upon any other than the propriety of the ex- 
penditure itself, would be to wrest the power of Congress, | 
intended to be exercised for a wholly different purpose, 
from its legitimate object, and pervert it to the improper 
one, of affixing a stigma upon the President. If this be so, 
and we believe the true object and purpose of the act, as 
before stated, cannot be denied, then it would be unbecom- 
ing the dignity of the councils to take any action tending 
to produce incidentally and improperly an end which ought 
to be attained directly, if at all. 

‘* But the committee further think that the subject ought | 
not to be moved in by the council upon another ground. In 
any selection whatever, it is obviously impossible to please | 


hazardous in the councils to pass resolutions, which must | 
be supposed to express the general sentiment of the com- 
munity, unless they are assured by indisputable evidence | 
that such general sentiment exists; the committee think 
that past events, with reference to the subject, do not show 
such a state of public opinion. The post office has oecupied 
its present location for five years, without the smallest ex- 





to the Guvernment of some one of the various sites pre- 
sented. The former general acquiescence on the part of 
the public, and the present indifference manifested by our 
citizens, would seem conclusively to indicate that the dis- 


therefore ask the adoption of the following resolution: 


“SAMUEL KIRK, | 


“JOSHUA H. HYNES, 
« JOSEPH SIMMS, 

* First Branch. 
“FP. E. B. HINTZE, 


“© Second Branch. || 


* Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject.” 


These resolutions were unanimous!y passed by 
the First Branch of the City Council, which is the 
por branch. Counter resolutions were passed 
) 


y the other Branch, whether unanimously or not |! 


1 do not know. oe have seemed to contem- 
plate the possibility of a very large appropriation 
from Congress for the erection, in some other 
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an ornament to the city. I talked with the Pres- 
ident on the subject, and he said that his duty, 
under the law, was to provide ample and sufficient 
accommodations forthe public, in a suitable loca- 








| tion, ina building adapted to all its purposes, and 


| that he had no right to consider the question of 
embellishing the city by an ornacnental building. 
I confess I could not see anything with which 
to find fault in the declaration of the President. 
This is a handsome building; it is a suitable 
building, as } will show the Senate presently; 
and I know no objection to it, except that which 
seems to me to spring from the ordinary motives 
of men who desire to have everything made a 
little more convenient to themselves, without re- 
gard to its general inconvenience. A memorial 
| was drawn up and left at the Exchange rooms, 
and signed by something like one hundred and 
| forty of the very first firms in the city—such men 
as Mr. John Hiepkine, Messrs. Brune & Sons, 
Birckhead & Co., William Wilson & Sons—men 
who have a very large business correspondence, 
| and whose interests in the post office are quite as 
great as of any other equal number of citizens, 
| and probably much greater. I have received, also, 
numerous letters from individuals well known 
to me as business men—as men of integrity and 
character, who all urge the adoption of this 
measure. 

I will not trouble the Senate for a long time; 
| but there is one letter more which I desire to 
, read. I have heard it stated that this building 
was dilapidated; I have heard it said it was ina 
disreputable neighborhood. In regard to the latter 
charge, allow me to say, it is scarcely a stone’s 
throw from the residence of the late Robert Gil- 
| mor; that the house of Mr. Robert Oliver was 

less than a square’s distance of it; and adjoining 
| to it had lived Mr. William Pinckney and Mr. 

Chief Justice Taney for many years. Within a 
| short distance, on the other side of the street, lived 
Mr. Purviance, late a judge of our county court— 
a most respectable gentleman of affluence, and a 
number of others that I might mention, who con- 
stitute the very élite of our society. It is a rep- 
utable, and not a disreputable neighborhood. 
Now, in regard to the dilapidation, here is a letter 
| from two architects of established reputation, as 
I well know. 

Here Mr. P. read a letter from Mr. Neilson, 
the architect, in which, after describing the build- 
ing, &c., he estimated the ground alone as worth 
| at least $150,000, being within $100,000 of the 
whole sum to be appropriated; and states that the 
buildings are worth the whole amount proposed 
to be paid. 

I will not further consume the time of the Sen- 
ate. I have stated that the measure has been 
approved by the most popular Branch of the City 
| Council, and by a large number of the most emi- 
nent and respectable merchants of the city of Bal- 
timore. Here is the evidence of competent archi- 
| tects; and I kyow enough of the matter myself to 

state, that every word said by these persons is 
true. I hope there will be no objection to making 
the appropriation. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was a 
verbal one, to strike out the word ‘ building,”’ 
| and insert ‘* buildings.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was, after the clause for 
| the marine hospital at Natchez, to insert: 


| To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase for 
the United States the lot in the rear of the marine hospital 
| at Mobile, Alabama, $6,000. 


Mr. HUNTER. That is in pursuance of the 
recommendation of the Secretary to enlarge the 
| lot. 

The amendmem was agreed to. 

The next was to insert, after the item just 
| adopted: 

For completing the marine hospital at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
| $86,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is the estimate. Origin- 
ally, $50,000 were appropriated for the hospital 
and site. It required $36,000 for the site alone, 
and the Secretary said he could not complete the 
hospital for a less amount than this. 

he amendment was agreed to. 

The next was to insert, after the last amend- 

ment: 
| For inrproving Battery and Washington streets, and road- 
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way O. P. around the custom-house, at San Francisco, Cali- || country —which is to represent the magnificence 
fornia, $13,401 30. ‘| of the nation; which. was intended also to be 
Mr. HUNTER. These are certain improve- || (what I am very glad to say we are reminded of 
ments recommended by Major Towers, who is ‘| ina recent letter of the Secretary of War, because 
the superintendentthere. Herecommended rather || it has a significance which is agreeable to me) a 
more than this; but he said it was indispensable || type of the perpetuity of the Union; and now 
to do this much, and the committee adopted the || the complaint is, that it is erected with too great 
amount named in the clause. || solidity—with superfluous strength, under the 
The amendment was agreed to. superintendence of an officer of engineers. 
Sir, there can scarcely be such a thing as too 


The next amendment of the committee was to || 


strike out the following proviso attached to the || great solidity. The Capitol of a great nation like | 


appropriation of $300,000 for continuing the New || this ought to be of the utmost ee which is 
Orleans custom-house: || attainable. It ought not only to be solid, but mag- 


Provided, That it shall not be lawful, after the 15th day || nificent, so that it should in every respec ar ad 
of Noveiber, in the year 1856, for any officer in commis- || spond with the greatness of the nation, with the 


ricn in the military service of the United States to have || Jiberality of the people, and with the wealth of | 


charge of, or to be employed as assistant superintendent, or || ¢he people. There is no nation on the face of 
arcintect in the construction of the building for which this | 


appropriation is made ; nor for any other custom-house, or the earth, if you consider the diffusion of wealth 
manne hospital, mint, post-office, court-house, Capitol || among them, to be compared with our own, not 
extension, or other pmblic buildings, except such as pertain || one that is so prosperous, and individually 
to the military defense of the United States : “ind provided | comfortable and thrifty as the people of this 
further, That from and after the said 15th day of November, | : {Pe 7 . 
“1856, the general supervision of the construction of the || country. The money which is to be expended 
Capitol and Post Office extensions shall be transferred from || in this work is not to be wrung from the hard 
the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Interior. and small earnings of sordid, because down- 
Mr. PEARCE. I regret very much the intro- || trodden poverty. It is _not in this way our rev- 
duction of this provision into the bill, and I trust || enues are furnished. They are yi Ided out of 
the Senate will not assent to it. I can see no || the superabundance of the millions of this coun- 
motive for withdrawing from the superintendence || try, and out of that overflowing revenue which 
of great Government structures a body of offi- || seems to pour spontaneously into the coffers of 
cers who are, generally speaking, exceedingly || Government, so easily is it collected, and so little 
well qualified to conduct such operations. We || does any one feel his contributions. Such a 
know how admirably they are siidaiad at West | building as this ought to be solid, and it is so. 
Point. We know that those who graduate high- || Since this civil superintendency ceased, we have 
est are familiar with engineering. It is their || had no res of solidity, and no whisper of 
proficiency in that branch of education, as in || black mail being levied, or of contracts being 
others, which gives them their position. In the || tainted with corruption. The honest and vigilant 
ursuit of their profession as engineers, they || superintendence which we have secured by the 
Seas practically familiar with works of con- || change is perhaps the real cause of the new 
struction. ‘They are accustomed to the enforce- || charges now made; for individuals who have 
ment of rule, of order, of economy in the super- || been turned out of the service, and justly turned 
intendence of such operations. The Government || Out, as I suppose, are understood to be here, in- 
has already their services for the annual pay || Spiring gentlemen with a distrust of the officer 
which they receive, according to the commissions || Of engineers now in charge of those buildings. 
they hold. What reason can be given why an || They have put into the minds of members mis- 
officer who has exerted himself to the utmost in || taken ideas in regard to specific operations. I 
the severest school of study and discipline that || must beg the Senate to have patience with me 
we know of, who has become accomplished in || while 1 mention a few of the errors into which 
whatever pertains to the direction of works of || members either of this or of the other House 
this Te ae be displaced to give way to acivil | have fallen, as I believe, under the influence of 
architect or builder—we know not whom—gene- | interested misrepresentation, 
rally, however, a political appointee, and often,as || | The officer of engineers who is charged with 
we have had experience enough in this very case || the construction of the extension of the Capitol, 
to know, a very improper one? Why should we ; is also charged with the construction of the aque- 
incur what must be admitted to_be a needless ex- || duct, and I have seen two very grave, specific 
pense unless some valid reason can be given for the || charges made against him, for which there is not 
proposed exclusion of the corps? Who does not || @ particle of foundation. For example, I saw it 
recollect that, in 1852,and 1853, there were great | stated in the speech of an honorable member of 
clamors about the manner in which the extension || the other House, that Captain Meigs had esti- 
of the Capitol was going on? Who does not || mated for the earth-work of the aqueduct at ten 
know there were loud complaints about the solid- || cents a cubic yard. That is a mistake entirely. 
ity of the sub-structure? It was even said that || He estimated for it at twenty cents a cubic yard, 
it would tumble down before it wags entirely up— || with one fifth added for contingencies, which 
that it would not last half the ordinary time of || makes twenty-four cents in all. He made two 
great buildings. It was, to furnish a new figure || contracts, one of which was eighteen cents the 
of speech, * rising to ruins,’’ as was once said of || cubic yard, for what is called the graduation, cut- 
another Government edifice,which, however, still || ting down, and filling up, and twenty-five cents 
stands. Committees and members of Congress || for digging the culvert pits, a more laborious op- 
themselves, assisted by architects and builders, || eration. he average of the two is under his 
went to work upon the walls with crow-bars and | estimate, and so it was with the other contract; 
picks, to see if they had been properly laid. The || and yet we have been gravely told that his esti- 
architect was required to put larger stones on || mate was ten cents a cubic yard; and it has been 
them and make various alterations, in order to || supposed that he made that estimate while know- 
give solidity to the structure. This was under } ing in advance that the expenditure would be 
one of the civil superintendents—a gentleman vastly greater. There is enough in this statement 














appointed, too, upon the recommendation of the || to throw that allegation to the winds. 
President of the United States, Mr. Fillmore, and, | Then it was said his estimate for brick-work 
no doubt, with entire confidence in his capacity | was twelve dollars a thousand, including the price 
and fidelity. We know what clamors there were || of the brick, while the actual cost of the same 
not only about the want of solidity of the struc- || was fifty-seven dollars a thousand—another most 
ture, which seemed to be a very great point with || egregious mistake. The estimate was fourteen 
Congress, but about infidelities in contracts. We || dollars, with one fifth added for margin, making 
know that the superintendent was charged with | a total of $16 80. The actual cost of the brick- 
being tainted with corruption in contracts; that || work is about seventeen dollars per thousand, 
he was charged with levying black mail, taking || a very small difference between the estimate and 
receipts for one sum when he paid out another; || the real cost. The earth-work and brick-work 
and we know that, under these circumstances, he || make up almost the whole of the construction of 
resigned his office and quit the work. an aqueduct. Here, in these two important 
it was to guard against that very state of things || items, we find at once the mistake which has 
that the superintendence of an officer of engineers |! been made by gentlemen, who are urging the 
was introduced. We have had no complaint as | charge of false, or, at least, very erroneous esti- 
to solidity since then; but, on the contrary, the || mates, which | have shown to be total mistakes. 
great complaint now made in the House of Rep- So, too, in regard to the construction of the 
resentatives is, that it is too solid. Well, sir, |} Capitol. When Captain Meigs was detailed by 
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| struction of this edifice—Congress entertain 
great distrust as to the insufficient ines 
which the work had been executed under so 
ian, whether an engineer, or mere builder. |. 7 
not know, but I suppose the latter—he found t to 
the ashlar work was only nine inches deep." 
thought this entirely too shallow for Pe He 
building like this, as I have no doubt j; Ag e 
| view of the permanent solidity which ae 
| seemed so earnestly to desire. thined 


; ’ He determ; 
that it should be at least eighteen inches thi 
S biCK 


and with the approbation of the Executiye having 
control of the matter, and after submission 
Congress, and by theirexplicitsanction, the pro, 
change was made. That, it has been said 
greatly increased the expense. No doulyt j: Ps 
| increased the expense; but in a question of o>. , 
| omy we are not to consider the mere cheapo. 
of what we have done. The very cheapest ar: : 
in price may, in the result of the outlay, he ike 
/most extravagant; because it may be ytt,', 
worthless, and the money paid for it will thys |, 
| thrown away. Economy consists in usine }),. 
proper materials adapted to the desired end) ay) 
paying only a fair and reasonable compensatio 
for them. ‘That purpose Captain Meigs j,, 
accomplished. He made the ashlar work thicke 


cpp 
yy 


| to be sure; but the increased expense is not |aro, 


n 


‘comparatively. The windows occupy a consid. 


erable space—the pilasters, also—and the ashlar 
| work fills up the intervals between them, §, 
| that the increase of expense in this caso, jg | 
| no means in proportion to the exterior walls, 
| Two ay grave charges are made against the 
superintendent on other grounds which | desiys 
| to notice. One is the expenditure for statuary oy 
the pediment of the Capitol. We must bear i 
aaa all along that this was intended to be a grog, 
| building. It was so intended when the construc. 
| tion of the old Capitol was authorized in the tim 
| of General Washington. The commissioners of 
| the building at that day were compelled to wri 
to Europe to procure the services of competent 
artists. In their letter, I think to one of the off. 
| cials‘of Paris, they state that it was the design of 
| the Government to erect a great building, and tha 
| we had not artists in this country to execute the 
| ornamental portions, and they therefore asked to 
| have such engaged for this purpose in France. 
| Capelano, Causici, and Gevelot, and others, 
| came over accordingly. We paid their expenses 
| in coming and salaries while here, for I think they 
| made no contract by the job, but were paid in 
| proportion to time. We agreed also to pay theig 
expenses back, and did pay their expenses back, 
| though some of them thought proper, after getting 
| the money, to remain with us, very wisely per- 
haps. There was no special authority given by 
| Congress for the execution of statuary, but this 
| was under the general provision for the building 
| to which it is as almost as necessary as the other 
ornamental sculpture. Gentlemen who go into 
| the rotunda will see the relievos executed by Cap- 
| elano, Causici, and Gevelot, of William Penn, 
| and Boone, andSmith. All these were executed 
| under the general authority for the construction 
of this edifice, as a necessary part of that orna- 
/menation which is inseparable from a design of 
| the sort. No competent architect would dream 
| of putting up a building of this magnitude and 
for its purpose, without having such ornaments, 
which are considered to be indispensable to the 
| general style of such works. ‘There was no spe- 
cial appropriation or authority of Congress lot 
them. They were put up as a part of a gener 
design. We have such figures on the tympanum 
of the Capitol over the eastern portico, which 
were put there in John Quincy Adams’s time \y 
Persico. 

The superintendent very properly thought, 
under these circumstances, it was a part of tle 
general design to put up statuary on the pedimen! 
of the Capitol, and he 1s charged with great eX 


v 
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and what does he 
always come bac 
the economy of the thing? 
statues executed by angAmerican artist—®" 
/one of the best living, 


| 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|‘ travagance in that. What has he done? He his 
contracted to expend $46,000 on the pediment 
of the north wing of the Capitol for statuary: 
t for this—because you mus 
to that when you consider 
He gets twelve 


rawford — of the mos! 
exquisitely beautiful style, and, so far as we “ 
_judge from such of them as are finished, of ® 


this is a great building —the greatest in this |) the Secretary of War to superintend the con-!! mirable execution. Now, is that extravagance’ 
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W can tell by comparing it with what we have {| 


) oo in other cases. We have here two figures | 
“Columbus and the Indian, on the eastern | 
y sico, and they cost $24,000. We have the | 
Paes of Peace and War in the niches of the | 
oat portico, and they cost $20,000, making 

“000 for four figures, executed by an artist | 
od be compared with Mr. Crawford; and yet 
+ om Mr. Crawford, who stands at the very head 
“+ hig profession, we get twelve figures for only 
¢.000. Why, sir, it is an extraordinary econ- 
sy, rather than extravagance or mismanage- 


nt 


( 

j 
$+ 
( 

n 


Th n another great complaint is, that a vast 
em of money is expended in certain doors of the 
(Capitol. Well, sir, It is true that these doors 
«ost a sum Which seems large to those who are 

informed of such matters; but let us consider 
' ether they cost more than such ornaments 
ought to cost, and have cost elsewhere, and 
whether they are not appropriate ornaments for 
q building such as [ have said this was designed | 
tobe. Doors might have been made of deal, or 
mihogany, at a very trifling cost; but would it | 
have become the people of the United States, or 
the Legislature of the United States, to disfigure 
such a building as this by mean materials, which 
the poorest nation on earth would reject, and 
nothing but the most niggardly economy would | 
enploy? No, sir; the architect thought properly, 
that we were entitled to have in this great building | 
such doors as would compare in taste and beauty 
with any to be found in the great buildings of 
the Old Word. We know what art, and taste, 
and skill have wrought on the doors of the Church 
of the Madeleine, in Paris, on those of the Gly pto- 





gates of the Baptistery, in Florence, executed in 
bronze by the brothers Ghiberti, of which Michael 
Angelo said that they were worthy to be the 
gates of Paradise. Captain Meigs thought there | 
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as one of those paintings, not put upon perisha- || at twenty-five cents a foot, for the front walls of 


ble canvass, but made in imperishable bronze— 
the designs for them, the models for them being 


| first made in plaster, in the highest style of art, 


and with all the efforts of genius and skill neces- 
sary in finishing the finest and most perfect 
statues. They are elaborated after they are cast, 
with the greatest delicacy, and with great pa- 
tience, for of course the casting must be some- 


| what rough when it comes from the molds. They 


'are made as smooth as a statue. 


are chiseled and filed over and over until they 
One of these 
doors as large as the pictures costs but one or two 
thousand dollars more than one of those pictures. 
Is that extravagance? I fancy that gentlemen 


|| who have abused Captain Meigs for what he has 


done in this respect, have not considered what || was more expensive than on Mr. Emery’s con- 


has been done heretofore, dnd are perhaps alto- 


gether unaware of the proper estimates and costs | 


of all these matters. 


One thing, however, is 
very certain. 


These expenses have not been en- 


tered into by the superintendent on his own mo- 


tion alone. He has had the authority of the 
Executive, to whom you entrusted this whole 


| business, to whom you confided authority over 


all the details, and to whom you must have con- 


| fided them, for Congress could not undertake to 


superintend all these details themselves. ‘This 
is manifestly the most inappropriate body in 


| the world to undertake any such thing. 


Now, there are other points which have been 


| made the subject of unfavorable comment, upon 


was no impropriety, but a manifest propriety, in || 


having richly embellished doors for our Capitol; 
only three of them—an exterior one for each 
wing, and one for the interior of the House of | 
Representatives, of that same material, bronze, 
ornamented in the highest style of the art known | 
at this period, by an American genius. He 
employed the same Mr. Crawford to make the 
designs for these doors. ‘They are to be thirteen 
feet ten inches high, and six and one half in 
breadth, and contain eight panels, each panel filled 
with beautiful designs, and all of historic interest, | 
and of touching interest, because they preserve 
some of the most beautiful and glorious scenes of | 
our Revolution. For example, one represents the | 
battle of Lexington; another the battle of Bunker 

Hill; a third represents the charge upon the bas- 
tion at Yorktown; and another, General Wash- 
ington taking leave of the army at the close of the 
Revolution. Sir, these are scenes and incidents 
which ought to be perpetuated; which no Amer- 
ican ought to have obliterated from his memory, 
and which he should desire to have presented in 
the most noble, beautiful, and imperishable form. 
The superintendent has undertaken to have that 





| which I will endeavor, in a few moments, to ex- | 


which { might detain the Senate much longer, 
but I do not think proper to do so. I have 


' 


the Capitol extension. But on inquiry it turned 
out that this was not stone finished for the super- 
structure, but intended forthe cellar. I find, too, 
that that same Mr. Emery, stone-cutter, in his 
contract made some time ago, before Captain 
Meigs came into the superintendence, received 
under one contract, for ¢ranite, per cubic foot, 
$1 15; for face cutting, per superficial foot, fifty 
cents; for beds and posts, thirty cents. Under 
another contract he reeeived for his granite for 
walls of celiars, eighty cents per cubié foot, and 
for the rough cutting, twenty-five cents per foot. 
Whereas, after Captain Meigs came into charge 
he obtained the same material, granite, for forty- 
six cents per cubic foot; and, though the cutting 


tract, the total cost was below, because the mate- 
rial was much lower. It is a well-understood 


| contrivance with contractors and bidders to put 


one part of the bid low to cover the extravagance 


| of another part. 


i} 


In another of Captain Meigs’s contracts, similar 
to Mr. Emery’s second contract, Captain Meigs 
gave for the granite forty cents per cubic foot; 
while the cutting cost, by the day, from twelve 


| to twenty cents per superficial foot—in every 


respect a much better bargain for the Government. 


| And so we find, when any special object is com- 


thought that if I pointed out some few instances || 


|in which extravagance has been charged, and 
thek, at Munich, and those still more celebrated |} 


| 
} 


satisfied the Senate, as I trust I have, that there |! 


has been no such extravagance, we shall not find 


a disposition to remove these meritorious and | 


capable men from the service in which they are 
so useful, to which they have been educated by 

©. . - r 
the Government, and in which, therefore, it 


|| would seem so proper to employ them. But 


another point has been made, resting on a single 
fact, which has been greatly misunderstood, and 


plain to the Senate. 
I saw it stated by a highly respectable gentle- 


'man, who no doubt thought he was falling into 


no error in 8o stating, that the stone work on the | 


Post Office in this city was costing a vast deal 
more than it ought to; that there was extraor- 


dinary labor given to finishing the stone with | 
| which that building was being erected. 


This 


‘gentleman mentions that he casually went to a 
| place on or near Judiciary square, where the 


workmen were cutting granite by day labor, and 


| there he saw a stone about seven feet eight inches 


high, three feet six inches wide, and two feet 


| broad, which a workman was cutting over and 


done. He has put these scenes into bronze, and || 


they will present to the citizen of the United 
States a reminescence which I am sure no man 
would desire ever to have banished from his mind. 
They will be presented too in the highest style 
ofart, which will reflect honor on the genius and 
skill of the artist who designed them, to all time, 
Itrast. ‘These doors cost some thirteen or four- 
teen thousand dollars each; a very large sum, 
gentlemen may say, but I believe it is a ver 

small sum in comparison with what other oul 
doors have cost. For example: the great gates 
at the Baptistery at Florence, I understand were 
about thirty years in being executed, and the 
arusts of that day lived like princes. They were 


have mt up a considerabie style of living. I | 
do not know what they were paid; but if they 

were paid only as we pay our messengers, for the 
ume they were engaged, they would have cost 
ve umes as much as these doors cost. 


Now, sir, in regard to the extravagance of all || 


this, we must look at what we have done in other 
respects, in the way of embellishment, and see | 
whether these doorghave not been really cheap. 
ake, for example, the paintings in the Rotunda. 
e have given for these paintings $10,000 or 
$12,000 a piece. Here is a door that is as large 


ory om 


over again, and which was to cost about one 
hundred and sixty-five dollars! Now, sir, he did 
not inquire quite farenough. He seemed to sup- 


ose that this stone was finished in the manner || 
| in which all the others were to be finished. 
so; the fact is, that the particular stone which he | 


happéned to observe, was intended as a pillar to 


|| support the arcade of the post office at the place 
It was a pillar—a prominent 


of letter delivery. 
object—a thing to be finished with a greater de- 
gree of delicacy oe than any other stone in 
the building not :ntended for the same ora sim- 
ilar use. it was smoothed off in the nicest way 
known to workinen, and the price of this labor 


| unquestionzoly added in due proportion to the 


cost of the stone. It did not, however, cost as 


| much as he stated, because there was error both 


in his calcuiation and in the basis of it. He did 
not consider that all of the three sides were fin- 


ished in this way. Then correcting the errors | 
in his calculation, instead of costing about three | 
the companions of dukes and nobles, and must |) 


dollars a superficial foot, it costs but $1 18, a very 


one justified by the purposes to which the stone | 


is to be applied. The dimensions were correctly 
given by the honorable gentleman to whom I 
refer; but the total average cost of dressing such 
stones as the one in question was $107 50, and 


| the price per superficial foot was ninety-three 


' to the 
| cutter in this city had undertaken to cut granite 


cents. 

Very great mistakes have been made in regard 
to the cutting of the stone altogether, and in regard 
rice of it. I saw it stated that a stone- 


j 
| 
| 
| 
I 
| 


| 
1} 
i} 


| 


1| 
| 
] 
| 


1] 


plained of as costing too much, that it was intended 
for a purpose which required greater finish than 
the rest, and that this, instead of being regarded 
as the exception, is taken as the rule; and extrav- 
agance is accordingly assumed. 

Without going further into the subject, allow 
me to say in conclusion, that, inasmuch as this 
subject has been made a matter of investigation 
in the House of Representatives, and as a long 


| series of inquiries has been submitted to the 


superintendent, the answers to which, making a 
book of two hundred pages, have been prepared 
and sent to the committee very lately; and inas- 
much as there cannot possibly have been any 


| consideration of the other side, and only one side 


has been heard, the side of accusation, the side of 
interest, the side of speculation, the side of job- 
bers, those people whose hands are soiled, (as 
they are apt to be when a Government contract is 
the thing to be made profitable,) it is not fair or 
common justice, in the Congress of the United 
States, to make a decision which will involve the 


| character of honorable men of professional pride 


and merit, until the matter has been probed to 
the bottom, and until everything which can be 
said in defense, as well as all that can be artfully 
ot up in accusation, has been heard. Now, sir, 

trust the Senate of the United States will at 
least refuse to enter into this business of persecu- 
tion until both sides have been fairly heard. I 
have said nothing of Captain Bowman’s manage- 


| ment of his work on the Treasury building, be- 


| cause I am not informed in regard to that. 


| 


| 
i 
| 

} 
| 


i 
} 
| 
} 
| 
' 
| 


But I 
have heard him so highly commended as an officer 


| of ability and honor, that I doubt not he can be 
Not || 


readily vindicated. Nor have I said anything of 
Mr. Walter, the architect of the Capitol, whose 
artistic taste and skill are so universally admitted, 
because I believe no attack has been made on 
him. And with this, 1 leave the matter for the 
present. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to ask the Senator from 
Maryland a single question which I want to put, 
{Mr. Pearce. If I can answer it, I will.] and 
that is, what is the change that has been made 
by the present Secretary of War, on the coming 
in of this Administration, on the plan of the 
building of the Senate and House Chambers of 
the new Capitol. 

Mr. PEARCE. If the Senator desires to under- 
stand precisely the character of the change, | do 
not know that I can give him such an answer as 


||} May be exactly accurate; but there are one ortwo 
great difference as the Senate will perceive, and || 


\| ence of the building. 


other things I should like to state in that connec- 
tion. When the present Executive came into 
power, it was determined, in consequence of the 
complaints which I have mentioned, to put an 
officer of engineers in charge of the superintend- 
t I have a book before me, 


| and happen to recollect a passage which | saw 


1 
| 


this morning, and which I will read as bearing 
on this matter. This is from Ferguson’s Hand- 
Book of Architecture: 


“ Construction has been shown to be the chief aim and 
object of the engineer. With him it is ailin all. To con- 
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struct scientifically, and at the same time economically, is {| 
the beginning and end of his endeavors. It is far otherwiere | 
with the architect. Construction ought to be his handmaid, 

useful to assist him in carrying out his design, but pever his || 
mistress, controlling him in carrying out his plans.” 

I do not doubt that the association of Captain | 
Meigs as superintendent, with Mr. Walter as 
architect, has been very beneficial. 

The business of the architect is ornament; the || 
business of the engineer is construction, solidity, 
adaptation, and proper enconomy in management. 
When tht present Executive came into office 
under all this clamor of insolidity, of construc- 
tion, of extravagance in expenditure, of fraud and 
corruption in expenditure, he determined to place 
an ofheer of engineers in charge. It was at the 
earnest solicitation of the Secretary of the Interior 
himself that the matter was transferred from his 
Department to the Secretary of War; and from 
personal reasons, which—without any disrespect 
to him—-may be supposed to have existed; and 
also because, when anengineer was put in charge, 
it seemed to be better to place him under the War 
Department, to whose orders he was generally | 
subject. A commission was appointed to con- | 
sider the propriety of making the changes proposed 
by Captain Meigs in the interior arrangement of | 
the building—to secure halls suitable for — 
debate and legislation—he having been called upon 
by the Executive, on being placed in charge of 
the building, to report upon the adaptation of the || 
building as first designed for that purpose. His 
statement of the principles which guided him in |! 
devising new plans, with drawings of the plans 
themselves, were submitted to the consideration 
of gentlemen of well kuown science and reputa- 
tation in the country. They approved of the 
alterations proposed by the engineer; and after 
their full consideration, the changes of the plan 





were a and determined on by the Execu- |} 


tive. It may be supposed that there wasa viola- 
tion of propriety in changing a plan which had 
been determined upon by a former Executive; but 
I beg ieave to remark that Mr. Fillmore, although 
he had approved Mr. Walter’s plan, had never 
given an official sanction to it. ‘There was to be 
found no drawing which he had indorsed with 
his appobation, so as to make the thing conclu- 
sive. ‘The President considered with much de- | 
liberation whether, under all the circumstances, 

he had a right to make any changes; but, finding 
there had been no official approval by his prede- || 
cessor, he concluded he had a rightto make such 

changes as he thought proper. The changes, | 
therefore, were made by which these chambers 

will have no exterior windows. They will be 

lighted from above, and will be supplied with no 

other light except as it may find way through 

the doors. But there is no fear of a deficiency of 
light. | 

Mr. HALE. How about air? 

Mr. PEARCE. The air is to be supplied on 
principles which scientific men say will furnish it | 
better than any mere supply of air from the exte- 
rior through the windows. I doubt whether we 
are competent to consider that subject. For my 
own part, I think it is safer that those who are in- 
experts, should rely on the judgment of those who 
are experts. If in our common sense we should 
undertake to throw aside the teachings of learning 
and science,on this subject, we should probably 
find that we were only Sietheinn from one diffi- 
culty intoa greater one. But let any one stand near 
that window on a hot day, with the sun shining, 
ant feel the warmth that comes in, and then go || 
in front of the wall of the fire-place, and perceive 
the difference of temperature, and let him exam- 
ine the thermometer which hangs there, and the 
one which hangs back of your seat, sir, and see 
that there are several degress of difference, and 
he will find perhaps there is not so much motive | 
in letting in exterior air by large windows, as we 
might otherwise su ypose. As I believe, the || 
British Parliament | mwa are supplied with air | 
in this mode; and my friend from New Hamp- | 
shire {Mr. Bex.) says it works admirably. The 
acoustics of the Houses of Parliament have 
proved to be a failure. It is impossible for any 
one to say whether they will prove a failure in 
this case or not; but this much I will say, that, 
taking greatinterestin this subject, | went through 
one of these chambers the other day, which is 
now filled with scaffolding. I stood at one end, 
and sent a man to the other, and spoke to him in | 
an ordinary tone of voice. Fle heard me distinctly || 
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he said, and replied in the same tone, and I 
heard him distinctly; and I believe, so far as 
acoustic principles are concerned, these chambers 
will prove to be a triumph. In regard to the 


| other matter I do not profess to have any knowl- 


edge, and I trust in those who have. 1 will not 
set up my uninformed judgment against theirs. 

Mr. HALE. I have not heard a word of the 
complaints spoken of by the Senator from Mary- 
land. & have heard of no charges of corrup- 
tion; and, therefore, I shall not be governed in 


| my vote 7 any of the considerations thrown 


out by the honorable Senator from Maryland. I 
have not a word to say against the ornaments or 
against the statuary. I will only say, that if the 
statuary we are to have, is not to be better than 
what we have had, te further off from the Cap- 
itol it is, the better I shall like it. I am never in 
favor of mobs; but if there ever shall be a mob in 


| the city of Washington, I hope the first thing 
| they do will be to break down the statuary on 
| the eastern portico—Columbus, the Indian, the 


dog, and the whole concern—let it all go. 

But, sir, I remember a contest which was car- 
ried on in this body, and in Congress, for years, 
in which I took one side, and I mean to stick to 
it now. That side finally prevailed in our na- 


| tional armories, and I hope it will prevail in regard 
| to our national Capitol; and that is, to introduce 


the healthful change of letting mechanics work 
under civil instead of military superintendents. 
That principle governed me and governed a ma- 


| jority of both Houses in relation to our national 


armories. I believed it Was wise then, and I 
believe it is wise now; and 1 do not know any 


| sort of reason why we should require mechanics 


to work under military superintendents. 

Mr. PEARCE. Does the gentleman know of 
any complaints of mechanics ? 

Mr. HALE. I said at the outset that I had not 
heard any complaints from anybody in relation 
to the subject-matter on which the Senator from 
Maryland had spoken, and therefore I would say 
nothing about it. Since that —e has been 


| putto me, I will say that there has been a single 


mechanic, whose name I do not know, who has 
spoken to me. He suggested this inquiry: ‘* what 
necessity is there for the mechanics here, doing 

’ T ? 
mechanics’ work for the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, being subjected to military superintend- 
ence?’’? I would not have mentioned it if the 


| question had not been asked me; because I did 


not know the man’s name, and do not know it 
now. I think the Senate, to be consistent with 
the action they have taken in relation to the 


| national armories, ought to agree to this provision 


of the House. The business of the national 
armories—the manufacture of arms—would seem 
with greater propriety to require military super- 
It seems to me that the building of 
the Capitol may be carried on by the mechanical 
skill, taste, science, and education of the coun- 
try, without the superintendence of the Army. 
sy adhering to this pro vision of the House, and 
coinciding with their action, we pass no censure 
upon anybody. We do not pass a judgment on 
any of the charges of fraud whicli have been made, 
but we simply say that the building of these ad- 
ditions is not the appropriate subject of military 
superintendence, and that the mechanics of the 
country who are here employed may proceed to 
do this work, as they do all other work in the 
country, under civil superintendence. 
Sir, the United States, when they have under- 


taken architectural or artistic efforts, whether in 


the way of sculpture or painting, or of construct- 


| ing buildings or ships, have not generally been 


more successful than private enterprige has been 
in the same departments. I think we need not 
go out of the city of Washington to find collec- 
tions of statuary—of paintings certainly—vastly 
exceeding in merit those of the United States. 
Better taste is displayed by private individuals; 
and not only better taste, but greater skill, in 
erecting buildings and constructing ships—war 
ships—by private enterprise, without military 
superintendence, than by the United States, when 
they undertake to do the same work. I think it 
is an impeachment cf the mechanical interest in 
this country to say they cannot furnish sufficient 
skill, science, and intellect, to do this work, 
without the superintendence of the Department 
of War. 

Besides, though I know but little of the history 
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of this matter, I remember that not long ao, ._ 
were building at the Little Falls of the Pote my 
a very expensive and splendid bridge, ian 
be perfectly solid and excellent. It was put nde 
the superintendence of some officer in the militar. 
department, in the ordnance or engineer sien? 
and the first report we had was that his bride: 
was at the bottom of the stream. Before i. he 
it built, it fell, and the Goverament was under. 
expense of removing a structure which had he,» 
begun by the science of the military department 
It found itself at the bottom of the stream whic 
it was intended to bridge, and we had to op _ 
with a second experiment. That was one of the 
experiments which-we tried with the superintend. 
ence of the Army. 

It is said that, under the old management, coy. 
plaints were made about the durability and safe, 
of the foundation of the Capitol. If] remember 
rightly—the Senator from Maryland can ¢o,. 
roborate me if I am wrong—we ordered ay, jp. 
vestigation, and the investigation was had by the 
officers of the Army. The commission gejy 1, 
examine these Sranhediionts made a very thorough 
and minute examination of the foundations py; 
in by Mr. Strong, | think, and report that they 
were all sound, and that rumors prejudicial : 
them were unfounded. 

Mr. PEARCE. I think the report was, tha 
the sills would answer with certain alterations 
and amendments. 

Mr. HALE. Ofcourse. What use would there 
have been to have a commission to examine them, 
if they did not report that some alterations were 
necessary? I remember the report, for I was q 
member of the body at the time; and it was, that 
these were unfounded, and the foundations were 
sufficient. J] do not know enough about archi. 
tecture, or acoustics, or artistic skill, to judge 
of the propriety of the change which was made 
when this uilding was transferred from the last 
Administration to the present; but [ know thatit 
struck me unpleasantly. It struck me that if we 
wanted to breathe the air which God gave to us to 
breathe, we had better take it as He sends it from 
His heavens, rather than pump it out of the cellar 
by steam-engines. What would the Senator 
from Maryland have done if the boiler had burst 
right in the midst of his eloquence. [Laughter.] 
We should have been deprived of the benefit of 
it. The wind would have given out upon which 
the Senator spoke, if he relied on the steam-engine 
to pump it out of the cellar instead of taking it as 
it comes from the heavens through windows. | 
confess that the thing has always struck me un- 
favorably. I have thought that when the Infinite 
Creator of the world made the air for us to 
breathe, and spread it all around us, we had better 
take it the way-He sends it to us. I think He 


to 


| understands the way to send it to us quite as well 


as the Secretary of War, who believes it had 
better be pumped up out of the cellar by a steam- 
engine. t may be mistaken, for, as I have said, 
I have not skill, taste, or talent enough to say 
that the Secretary’s plan is not better than the 
original one of the Maker of heaven and earth. 
But, aside from that, I contend that the House 
of Representatives have done exactly right; and 
I hope that having, after long controversy, after 


| a painful struggle of years, come to the conclu- 


sion that it was not necessary to have a military 
superintendent for mechanics to work under 10 
the armories,.we shall not depart from it now 10 
the case of building this Capitol. 

Mr. PEARCE. The Senator from New Hanip- 
shire is a lawyer, and I do not know that it is any 
reproach to the profession to say, that there 1s 10 
his profession a facility of changing sides, which 
does not lose anything in his person. 1 dare say 
he thinks consistency is a jewel, and that he isa 
very consistent man; but I recollect that the day 
before yesterday he told us in reference to a cer 
tain work called the Nautical Almanac, that there 
was no reason in the world for having it done 1! 

rivate establishments, when we had public estab- 
liebmatate to which we could resort. He was 
then for going to the regular officer, at the heat 
of the Government establishment, for that work; 
and he wanted to know—that was one of his illus- 
trations which I did not agswer then because 


| was cut off—whether we ran all around to get our 
| cannon, when we had armories at which they 


could be got. 
Mr. HALE. Arms, not cannon. 
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sionally, but we find it to our interest to manu- 
facture for ourselves In general. As to cannon, | 
we have no foundery in the United States, except 
the experimental one of Lieutenant Dahlgren, 
at the navy-yard here. The Senator then was 
an advocate of the employment of ee remo 
regularly devoted to the service of the Govern- | 
ment in these things. A few days ago he thought 

we ought not to build ships in our navy-yards, 
but give employment in this line to private con- 
tractors, Which 1s a great mistake, by-the-by, and 
[think the experience of the next few months 
will conclusively show the mistake. We have 
tried that experiment, with what advantage the 
country will soon see. I will stake any reputa- | 
tion 1 may have for common sense, that the eyes 
of those who talk about old fogy constructors in | 
the service of the Government, will be opened in 
a short time. 

Now the Senator seems to think that we ought 
not to have any military superintendence, but 
should return to the exploded system of civil 
supervision. Ihave heard no good reason as- 
sicned for it. He has not evidenced any com- 
aint but the single representation of a man 
unknown, who wanted to know why they should 
have military instead of civil superintendents. 
Well, sir, we have a military man superintending, 
but we have no military superintendence in the 
proper sense of the word. There is no enforce- 
ment of military discipline, no enforcement of | 
military respect, or of military habits—nothing | 
at all but the enforcement of that sort of disci- | 
pline which ought to prevail, and does prevail, in | 
every well-regulated civil establishment. All this |; 
clamor about military superintendence has no | 
other foundation than the fact, that an officer of | 
engineers performs the same duties required of a | 
civilian. 

As to ventilation: The gentleman is facetious | 
about blowing up, and all that; but I am informed, | 
and I have no doubt it is true, that the plan of | 
ventilation which is adopted in the wings of the | 
Capitol, has not only been successful in the | 
Houses of Parliament, as I mentioned before, but 
has been introduced successfully, and is being | 
introduced wherever they have the means of doing 
it, into a class of buildings which, perhaps, are 
constructed with more attention to fitness and | 
right rule than any in the country;—I mean the | 
insane asylums, where ventilation is an important 
thing. Ina number of those asylums, the very 
same plan of ventilation proposed here has been 
introduced. I think that is good evidence of its 
practicability and advantages. 

While I am up, I will make a correction of | 
another erroneous statement on this subject, 
which I intended before to notice, but forgot to 
do so. An honorable gentleman of the other 
House, no doubt on information which he be- | 
lieved satisfactory, stated that the present super- | 
intendent had added two hundred columns to | 
those in the original plan of this building. | have 
ascertained the fact to be, that, so far from having 
added two hundred columns, he has largely re- | 
duced the number of columns. There were, in | 
the original plan, ninety-six columns estimated | 
for the great porticos, but they were to have 
wooden roofs and plaster ceilings. These he | 
thought were inappropriate, as every architect, | 
I presume, would think. He thought the roofs 
ought to be of metal, and the ceilings of marble, 
and it was so determined; and as the ceilings 











| buildings. 





were to be made of marble, it was deemed neces- | 
sary to put up two more columns on each eastern 


| 
portico, to sustain the additional weight; so that ] 


the exterior columns have been increased from | 
Ninety-six to one hundred, it is true, but then | 
there has been a reduction of sixty columins in | 
the interior of the building. Thus, instead of | 
there having been an addition of two hundred | 
columns to the whole building, there has been | 
actually a diminution of fifty-six. | 

Mr. BRODHEAD. There is one view of the | 
7 we which I beg leave to present in addition | 
to those so well stated by the Senator from Mary- 
land. The proposition which comes from the 
House is aimed principally at two gentlemen now | 
in the public service, Captain Meigs, who has | 
charge of the Capitol extension, and Captain | 
Bowman, a citizen of Pennsylvania, and constit- 
uent of mine, who has charge of all the custom- 


| morial here. 


the direction of the Treasury Department. The 
House of Representatives recently raised a com- 
mittee for the purpose of investigating the pro- 
ceedings of Captain Bowman, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury; and without 
laying the testimony before the House, without 
completing that investigation, they rendered judg- 
ment and endeavored to turn him out of office by 
this provision. That is the proposition as it comes 
to us from the House. 

Now, sir, I venture to say there is nothing in 
that investigation which touches either the in- 
tegrity of the Secretary of the Treasury or of 
Captain Bowman, who has charge of the differ- 
ent public structures under that Department. He 
has been for twenty or thirty years in the public 
service. He is as high-minded and true a man, 
as competent an engineer, and as competent a 
mechanic too, permit me to inform the Senator 
from New Hampshire, as ever worea hat. There 
is nothing in the testimony which has been eli- 
cited before that committee which he would with- 
hold from the public for a moment. Is it right 
to arraign a public officer, and before his defense 
is put in, ay, before half the testimony is re- 
ceived, to render judgment against him and turn 
him out of office? It is clearly unjust. Captain 
Bowman, by a regulation of the military service, 
can enter into no controversy of this Lind; yet 


they are investigating his conduct and proceed- | 


ing against him before a committee of the House 
of Representatives, and propose to turn him out 
of office, when they dare not submit the testi- 
mony which they have already taken. That in- 
vestigation, I believe, was commenced for polit- 
ical purposes. It will end in the triumphant vin- 
dication, not only of the Secretary of the Treas- 


| ury, but of Captain Bowman and the other offi- 


cers having charge of the construction of these 


I took the floor to present. 


Now, sir, what shall we gain by this change? | 


These buildings are being constructed. It is pro- 
posed to turn out of office, without allegations, 
without charges, or at any rate without charges 
that are proved, those entrusted with their super- 
intendence. No gentleman on this floor has 
undertaken to make a charge against either the 
head of the War Department, or the Treasury 


Department, or against any officer having the || 
superintendence of these public buildings under | 


those Departments. The buildings are half up. 


Under such circumstances it is proposed to put | 


in their places new men unacquainted with the 
epee up to this time, who must learn the 

usiness over again. You cannot get a man from 
civil life to take Captain Meigs’s place for less 
than ten thousand dollars a year, and “‘ stealings”’ 
besides. 

A Senator. How much are they? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not know; but they 
are considerable whenever you let out work of 
this kind to private jobbers. Captain Meigs has 
nothing but his pay and emoluments as an officer 
of the Army. He does not get one fifth what 
you would be obliged to pay another individual. 
The work on the Eapitol has been successfully 


| prosecuted under Captain Meigs, and the other | 


structures have been successfully prosecuted 
under Captain Bowman, so far as I know. 

Then what do we gain by making this change? 
Nothing whatever. The Senator from New 
Hampshire informs us that mechanics ought to 
be employed under mechanics. Why, sir, they 
never objected to this. Some gentleman came to 
him about it, whose name was not mentioned, 
and that is the only one. I have not heard of 
mechanics’ complaints. They have sent no me- 

They are entirely satisfied. The 
work is going on. Why should we make this 
rude change on mere rumor, and that rumor got 
up by interested persons for the purpose of dis- 
missing these faithful officers, so that they may 


get their places, on charges made for political | 


ee in the House of Representatives? I 
2 


on Finance will prevail, and that this clause in 
the bill of the House of Representatives will be 
stricken out. 

Mr. PEARCE. I beg the Senate to indulge 
me for a single moment, while | make a reply 
which I had intended making, but which escaped 


, Mr. PEARCE. We do buy special arms occa- | public buildings throughout the country, under 


This is the view of the subject which | 





Stee 


from New Hampshire. He spoke about the free 
air of heaven which God had given us, and 
wanted to know why we could not take itas he 
had given it tous? Well, sir, when we take it 
as God has given it to us, we must take it under 
the conditions with which He has given it to us. 
We must take it, not ina house built with hands, 
but in that only house which he has furnished— 
the surface of the broad earth, with its carpet of 

reen, and canopy of blue, and glittering of stars. 

f we are to take the air only as Heaven gives it 
to us, we must desert the Capitol. If not, if we 
will sit here, we must obviate by artificial means 
the inconveniences to which all human structures 
are liable. Heaven, which sends the warmth of 
summer, decrees also the cold rigors of winter. 
Would the Senator have us sit here without fur- 
naces or fireplaces to dispel these rigors, because 
nature ordains them, and we must take them as 


| they were sent? Heaven gives us air, the Senator 


says, and therefore our Senate Chamber must be 
supplied with it only through windows in the 
walls. Does Providence make the windows any 
more than the walls? 

‘This sort of talk is unworthy of the Senator, 


/ and es himself, because his intellect is 


above all such puerilities. When we occupy a 

reat house like this, and filled with such assem- 
Elies as are usually found here, we must guard 
against the ill effects of confined and heated air, 
and supply ample ventilation by the best known 
means. This must be supplied otherwise than 
through windows which we know to be insufli- 
cient in summer, and which, if open in winter, 
would freeze out of us all these fancies, that the 
provisions of nature must be accepted without 
attempting to ameliorate them. 

Mr. HALE. I will not detain the Senate; but 
I want to say a word in answer to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, because the tenor of his 
remarks leads me to believe that he thought I 
wished to put myself in the attitude of attacking 
Captain Meigs or Captain Bowman. I disclaim 
itentirely. Captain Meigs I have seen once or 
twice; but if [| ever heard Captain Bowman's 
name until it was spoken by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, it entirely escaped me. I did not 
know there was such a man on the face of the 
earth, though | may possibly have heard his 
name. I disclaim entirely any purpose of attack- 
ing them, and do not want any such issue. 

Now as to my friend from Maryland. I can 
never deal with him in a matter of rhetoric; he 
always beats me decidedly in that; and no doubt 
it was a very weak allusion which I made; but 
let me tell an anecdote. The late chief justice 
Parker, of Massachusetts, said he did not know 
but one thing on earth which was more foolishthan 
masonry, and that wasanti-masonry. [Laughter. } 
I will give up my suggestion; for the free air was 


|| weak; but I certainly think the answer to it goes 
| to the comparative, if not the superlative degree. 


[Laughter. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I shall vote 
against the amendment offered by the committee, 
and I shall do iton general principles. It seems 


| to me that the policy recently adopted in Con- 
| gress is to put the whole power of this Govern- 


ment under the control of the War Department. 


| We cannot improve a harbor or river, we cannot 
|| propose a railway to the Pacific, we cannot even 
| propose a wagon road to the Pacific, without 
| putting it under the control of the War Depart- 
‘| ment. That Department, it seems, wields nearly 
|| the whole of the Government, and it loses none 
|| of the power intrusted to it, under the adminis- 
|| tration of the gentleman who now administers it. 
|The House of Representatives propose to take 
|| the public buildings from the War 
|| and place them under the control of the Depert- 
|| mentof the Interior. 
| law establishing the Department of the Interior, 
| they will see that, by a just interpretation of the 


epartment, 


If Senators will look to the 


ae of that law, that Department should 
ave the construction and care of the public 


| buildings of the country. 
ope the amendment proposed by the Committee || 


I join in no denunciations against Captain 


| Meigs, or any other officer detailed by the Secre- 
| tary of War to superintend the construction of 
|| public buildings. 
| ciples of public policy—principles that | shall 
| adhere to at all times. 
\| ing the already too great powers of the War 


I shall act upon general prin- 


I am opposed to increas- 


me before, (as I took no notes,) to the Senator || Department, and I am decidedly opposed to 





































































































































































































































































































































































military superintendence. I would po the public '| in regard to this Capitol, and other buildings in 
1 


buildings and the improvements of harbors under 


the control of the Department of the Interior, | 


and under the direction of civilians, 

Sir, | have here a letter written by Mr. Buch- 
eanan on the 12th of July,,1842, in which the 
same doctrine that the House of Representatives 
has sustained is maintained; and | hope the Sen- 
ator from Maryland, who has just avowed his 
intention to support that gentleman for the Pres- 
idency, will sustain the opinions avowed by him 





as early as 1842, to a portion of his own constit- | 


uents. In a letter of that date, written in the 
Senate Chamber, Mr. Buchanan says: 
Senate Cnamper, July 12, 1842. 

Dean Str: The pressure of public business has pre 
vented me from acknowledging the receipt of your letter at 
an earlier day. I cheerfully espouse your cause. I am 
clearly of opinion that the workmen at our armories ought 
to be placed under a civil and not military superintend- 
ence; and I siucerely regret that a majority of the Senate 
have theught differently. In what manner the question may 
be decided by the House I cannot anticipate, yet I fear the 
result. Yours, sincerely, H 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 

If I understand this question of the enlarge- 
ment of the Capitol, the estimates were made by 
Mr. Walter, to cost $2,600,000. 
more, in consultation with the proper committees 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, en- 
tered upon that work, and committed it to the 
care of the Department of the Interior. When 
the present Administration came into power, the 
work was taken from the Department and placed 
under military superintendence. Changes have 


President Fill- | 


| ought to be corrected should be admitted by all; | 
| and that correction must be apnlied by Congress. 
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the city of Washington, and in the country, no | 
man of common intelligence doubts for a single 
moment. That these extravagances and mistakes 


The House of Representatives has performed 
another act. They have arrested the completion 
of the aqueduct for this city. I believe that, if 


| that aqueduct had been commenced as it ought | 


to have been commenced, adapted to the real and 
future wants of this capital, the House of Rep- 
resentatives would have sustained it; but it was 
commenced on a grand and magnificent scale, 
capacious enough to furnish water to supply the 
largest capital in the world—three times larger 
than the aqueduct to supply the great city of New | 
York. The House of Representatives has ar- | 
rested this extravagance; and it deserves the | 
thanks of the country for arresting a scheme that | 


would have cost millions for its completion. 


I know nothirg about Captain Meigs. Inever 
saw him. I have no charges to make against | 
him. But I shall vote on this, as on all other 
questions, to place the erection of the public 
buildings of the country under the control of the 


| Secretary of the Interior, and under civil super- 


been made: these changes have cost vast sums || 
of money. The $2,600,000 have beenall expended | 
excepting a few dollars that may last, perhaps, two | 


or three weeks; and now Captain Meigs comes 
to Congress and asks for an additional appropri- 


| abundant room for it. g 
the Capitol, itis very true, as has been stated, that | 


ation to the $2,600,000 first estimated to com- | 


E te the building, of $2,835,183 34. 
d 5? 

not include the dome, which will cost more than 
a million of dollars, as I venture to say that dome 
will cost $1,500,000. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Allow me to state a fact 
to the Senator from Massachusetts, or rather to 
make an inquiry. 


not only without the recommendation, but against 


Does he not know that the | 
dome was commenced without the advice, and 


This sum, | 
12 Says, is to complete the building; and it does | 


the opinion, not merely of the Secretary of War, | 


but of Captain Meigs? 
sional jobs. 

Mr. WILSON. That may be so; itis so. It 
so happens, however, that the Secretary of War 
recommended that these wings should be placed 
nt a distance from the main building in order that 
the Hail of the House of Representatives might 
be, at least, ventilated by windows on three sides. 
A change has been made, and the Hall of the 
House of Representatives is not ventilated at all 
by side windows. 
I doubt whether any member of the Senate can 
tell, whether that plan will work well or not. 


It is one of the congres- 


There has been mismanagement somewhere, or | 


the architect miscalculated greatly the cost of the 
building. It was estimated to cost $2,600,000. 


| his bid for labor was lower. 
for labor; and for the labor alone which has been | 


I do not know, I cannot tell, |) 
'| Captain Meigs, as I said before, has made no 

He is not chargeable, I take it, | 
with the estimate made by the gentleman who is | 
still employed as the architect; and even the esti- | 
mate of the latter may well be justified under the | 


That sum has been expended, and $2,835,000 are || 


asked; and [ have no idea that amount will com- 
plete it. 

The Senator from Pennsylvania alludes to the 
committee of investigation that has been raised 
by the House of Representatives. The Senator 
makes the charge that this is for partisan pur- 
— Well, sir, 1 do not know that it may not 
ye so. A great many acts are performed here 
for partisan purposes hardly worthy of the Senate 
or of the House. We had an illustration of the 
littleness and meanness of partisan warfare the 
other day in the resolution of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bieter.}] But, sir, com- 
plaints have been made in regard to your public 

uildings, not only in Washington, but in the 
country, and the House of Representatives have 
raised a committee of investigation. The Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania undertakes to tell us what 
the result will be. 
vania does not know what the evidence before 


The Senator from Pennsyl- || 


that committee is, for that evidence has not been | 


presented to the House, the Senate, or the coun- 


try. It may exonerate all the persons connected | 


with the Government, or it may implicate persons 


connected with this Government, and show that | 


dishonesty has ruled the counsels of some persons 
high inoflice. That there has been extravagance 


intendence. [am tired of this military domina- | 
tion. That Department of thisGovernment rules 
everywhere now; it is put everywhere now; and 
under the dictatorial and dominating chieftain, | 


who administers that part of the Government, I |} 


feel we have now litile else in this Government. 


Mr. PEARCE. There isa single remark I de- | 
sire to make, which it seems to me I should make ! 


before the debate progresses further. I do not 
mean to enter into the argument, though there is 
In regard to estimates of 


the original estimate of Mr. Walter was $2,600,000. 
That was not Captain Meigs’s estimate at all. 
That estimate, lam persuaded, was made upon 
the bids that were oftered. There was a bid for 


| marble work of, 1 think, some seven hundred thou- 


sand dollars; bat it so turned out that the marble 
was not the sort proper to be employed, and it 
was adjudged on a very careful examination bya 
scientific commission that this was not the best 
material, and that it was advisable to procure 


a closer-grained marble than that which was of- || 


fered, and tpon which this estimate was made. 
The marble being obtained from another place, 
the contractor who made that bid contended that 
he had a right to have the centract for labor, as 
He got that contract 


puton this marble, he has been paid half a million 


| dollars, which shows that the estimate on which 


he made his bid of the cost of the marble work, 
was purely a conjectural one, without any just 
calculation of what the actual cost would be. 


estimate at all. 


circumstances which [ have mentioned. 

But let me call the attention of the Senate to one 
fact. These new wings are going to occupy more 
space than the old Capitol—indeed nearly double 


/asmuch. They are built of richer material, accord- | 


ing to the provisions of the act of Congress. They 


are made in the most expensive and elegant style | 
It is natural to suppose, therefore, that | 


of art. 
they would cost more; but can anybody tell me 
what this building cost? Iam not speaking pre- 


| cisely, but I am very sure [ am not wrong when 
| say it cost over three millions of dollars, ex- 
| ecuted ata time when labor was much lower than 


it is now; and the stone of which it was built was 
the cheap, loose, friable sandstone that comes 
from the Potomac. Now we build the wings 


| of costly marble, which comes several hundred | 
| miles, which has to travel overa railroad one hun- | 


dred miles before it gets to navigation. See what 
a vast difference there is in that alone! If, with 
the material so much jnferior and cheaper, this 
building cost us over three millions of dollars, 


built as it is of unsightly sandstone, and finished | 


in a great many instances without any view to 
architectural ornament, but with plain plaster and 
whitewash, is it at all extravagant that the new 


| building, so much finer, and of so much better 


material, and in a style of such artistic excel- 


i enenes: 
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| lence, should cost $5,000,000? 1 win Nebtare 
to say, that no one believed, when the estimate o¢ 

2,600,000 was made, that it was to be built fo 
such asum. I never believed it. As for the 2, ; 
thrown out, that nobody of common sense a 
believe but that there are vast abuses and Siitess. 
gance, I can say nothing, except that, if I be q 
man of common sense, there is one at least doy. 
not think that there has been such extravagayoe. 
I believe, on the contrary, the work has beey » 
ecuted with a singular degree of accuracy and 
economy. I think itis an honor to the gentle. 
man who is employed, and he should not be 
| robbed of this. He is a captain of engineers 
| with a salary of only $1,800 per annum. Thy 
‘is all you give him for toil such as no officer in 

your service undergoes, and ever did undergo, in 
civil employment. Many and many a time has 
that gentleman worked fifteen or sixteen hours 
a day at the various employments devolved oy 
him by these superintendencies—and working for 
what? You would give $10,000 a year to a civ) 
engineer for it. What is he to get + it? Fame, 
His is one of those superior minds to whom glory 
is its own reward, who scorns all meaner views. 
Had he been a man of different sort, it would 
have been an easy matter for him to be released 
from this work, and go down to little Fort Madi- 
son, on the Severn, where about $10,000 were to 
be expended, and earn his $1,800 a year without 
an hour’s work a day; but for honest fame, the 
fame due to a man of genius and taste and incor- 
ruptible integrity, he has sacrificed the best years 
of his life in the hardest work, I will venture to 
say, ever performed under this Government, in 
| similar service, and for that he gets $1,800 a year 
—as much as one of your messengers who car- 
ries papers from the Capitol down to the Depart- 
ments! 

Mr. BRODHEAD. In alluding to this subject, 
and charging extravagance on the part of those 
having control of the Capitol extension, the dome 
is constantly referred to. Now, sir, the Capito! 
extension is under the control of the Secretary of 
War, and Captain Meigs is the active superin- 
| tendent. Neither of these gentlemen had any- 
|| thing to do with recommending this dome. | 
| have before me a letter from the Secretary of 
| War, in which he says: 

“This work was authorized by Congress upon plans 
| adopted by a committee, without any consultation with this 
Department.”’ 

That is the way you treated a department of this 
Government, to hans you had given the charge 
| of the Capitol extension. The dome was com- 
menced before the wings were completed, and 
|| that, too, in pursuanee of an enactment by the 
wisdom of Congress! There is no wisdom init, 
sir. He further says: 

** As the queries propounded on the part of the committee 
would seem to imply that certain investigations should have 
been made by this Department before the plan of the new 

dome was submitted, it may not be improper to state, that 
| the Congress decided to remove the existing dome and to 
construct a new one according to a plan specified in the act 
of appropriation, without an expression of opinion on the 
part of this Department, either as to the purpose for which 
the appropriation was made, or the architectural design ac- 
cording to which it was to be expended.”’ 

This dome was not only commenced without 
| consulting the head of the Department having 
charge of the Capitol extension, but against his 
opinion; and yet Captain Meigs and the War 
Department are constantly charged with this ex- 
travagance. 

Now, sir, in regard to the testimony before the 
committee of the House of Representatives, to 
which the Senator from Massachusetts referred. 
He says no person can know what that testimony 
is, or what it will result in. It was not taken in 


X- 








ing they have not submitted it to the House of 
Representatives; notwithstanding the House of 
Representatives have rendered judgment upon !t 
without having read it there,—it is known to the 
public, and it does not touch the integrity of 
either the Secretary of the Treasury or Captain 
Bowman. 

Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania allow me to ask a question? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 ask the Senator how he 
knows what the evidence taken before that com- 
mittee is? It was taken in secret, and no report 
of it has ever been made. Will the Senator tell 
me how he knows anything about it ? 





a corner; and I undertake to say, notwithstand- . 





1856. 


“Mr. BRODHEAD. That is just what I com- | 
Jain of, that they acted on that testimony in the | 
Frouse of Representatives without having it read | 
I] know it is not publicly proclaimed, but 
| deny the fact that it Is taken in secfet. I deny 
that a committee of either House ever holds its 





there. 


gessions in secret. They hold their sessions in 
the committee rooms of this Capitol, open to any | 
gentleman who chooses to enter, and especially 
open to any member of Congress. The parties 
accused are there; the witnesses have a right to | 
eay What they testified to; and I undertake to say 
those accused are willing and anxious that the 
testimony should be laid before the public. The | 
result will not only acquit the head of the Treas- | 
ury Department and Captain Bowman, having 
this work in charge, but will be highly credit- 
able tothem. That is my judgment. 

Mr. BROWN. I have a very short speech to 
make on this question, and it will be confined 
simply to an assignment of reasons why I shall 
yote to sustain the amendment proposed by the 
Committee on Finance. If it were an original 

roposition, I should be in favor of civil super- 
intendency. I think that is right, and I should | 
haye preferred it. If we were now simply to de- | 
cif the question whether these buildings should 
be erected under military or civil superintend- | 
ency, | would take the latter; but that is not the | 
question presented to us. 

Congress authorized the Secretary of War to | 
take these buildings in charge. Congress did not 
restrict him as to the choice of a superintendent. 
He was left at liberty to take his superintendent 
from civil life, or go into the Army for him. 
Being a gentleman raised to the Army, he pre- 
ferred to go into the service for a superintendent. 
For several years the Capitol extension has been 
progressing, and Congress has made no com- 

laint. Now it is said material alterations have 
feet ordered in the original plan of the building, | 
and gentlemen predict with great confidence that 
the result will be a failure in the structure when | 
it is completed, owing to these changes. We 
hear a great deal of this out of doors, anda great 
deal of it in doors. I am incapable of judging on 
a point like that; I know too little of architecture; 
1 know too little of this particular structure to be 
able to give any opinion as to whether these com- 
jlaints are well or ill founded; but this [ know, 
if these predictions shall be verified, I ought to 
have the means of locating the responsibility. If | 
the work goes on to its completion, as it has gone | 
on thus far, and a failure is the resnilt, I shall 
know, and the country will know, whom to cen- | 
sure; but now, when the building is agnost com- | 
pleted, when the material parts of it are alread 
done, or so near done as to be, we may say, al- | 
most completed, if you interfere and change the 
plan, who will be responsible for the failure, if | 
failure oceur ? 
friends will doubtless say, ‘‘if you had let our 
plan alone, the building would have been suc- 
cessful.’’ The Interior Department and its friends 
will say, ** The original plan was so manifestly 
faulty, that we thought it proper to change it.”’ 
In the conflict the country will never be able to 
decide who isto blame. If, I say again, we were 
laying the foundations of this building to-day, 
and the question was whether it should be erected 
under civil or military superintendence, I would 
go for the civil department; but that is not the 
question as it is now presented. 

The complaints of abuse furnish to my mind 
an additional reason why this amendment ought 
to be adopted. Do we estimate character so 
lightly as to throw, by our votes, a suspicion over 
the reputation of all connected with the erection 
of these buildings, upon mere vague charges, 
thrown out loosely, for which nobody is respons- 
ible except the individuals who utter them? Sen- 
ators "7 there has been great extravagance and 
waste of the public money in the construction of 
this building. Where is your evidence of that ? 
Intimations are thrown out that there has been 
not only extravagance, but something very nearly 
approaching corruption. Where is the evidence 
ofthat? Congress has been sitting now for eight 
monthsandahalf. If there was anything extrav- 
agant, anything grossly wrong, it was the duty 
of the Committee on Public Buildings and 





ST 


public; and long before this to have the evidence 
published, and laid before the two Houses of 


The War Department and its || 


aa 
| Congress. 


the testimony before me, so that I can pass judg- 
ment upon it. 

I think the Senator from Massachusetts pre- 
sents his case in a very awkward position befcre 
the Senate, when he comes here to tel] us the tes- 
timony has not been published, but has been taken 
in secret, and yet calls upon us to govern our 
action by such testimony. The Senator shakes 
his head. Then, upon what are we to govern 
our votes? Why isthe action of the House com- 
mittee brought in here? Why is it spoken of at 


' all, unless with a view of controlling the votes of 


|| but I know what they could have done. 


Senators? I do not know what they have done, 


They 


| could have concluded the investigation, and have 


| . ’ 
| printed, long ago, if they had so chosen. 


laid the testimony before us, and have had it 
I shall 
take no leap in the dark in a matter which involves 
the reputations of gentlemen occupying high offi- 


| cial and social positions inthis country. Of Cap- 


, tain Meigs | know but little. 


He has the repu- 
We all know he is 


tation of being a gentleman. 


| an educated man, and a man of high position 
| before the country, socially and in every other 


|| way. 








| 


| 
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Am I to give a vote here which is to reflect 
seriously on his character upon the merest out- 
side rumors, based upon nothing ?—** the baseless 
fabric of a vision?’’ I will do no such thing. 
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If I am to vote on testimony, I want || have been sustained by any positive evidence in 


this branch. I would not utter a word here. to 
wound his feelings, or reflect upon his personal 
honor or character. I vote to sustain this prop- 
osition upon general principles, without any 
reference whatever to the management of Captain 
Meigs. 

The Senator from Mississippi says that Con- 
gress placed the superintendence in the hands of 
He may be right, but I 


think he is wrong. If | understand the subject 


, at all, Congress placed it in the hands of the 


Presidtnt, and President Fillmore placed it in 
the hands of the Secretary of the ieee but 
when President Pierce came in, he changed it, 
and placed it in the hands of the Secretary of 


War. 


A single word in regard to my allusion to the 


| evidence before the committee of the House. I 


do not refer to any evidence taken in that com- 


| mittee against the management of Captain Meigs. 


| affirms. 
| dence in secret. 


If the testimony had been printed and laid || 


before us, and sustained any charge against the 
superintendent, the Secretary, or anybody else, 
then, just to the degree to which my mind was 


convinced by the testimony, I should be prepared | 


to act; but [ appeal to the Senator from Massa- 


| chusetts, whether it is not asking a little too much 


of us that we shall vote to discharge these super- 
intendents, thus rebuking the Secretary of War, 


and throwing suspicion over the character of | 


Captain Meigs and Captain Bowman upon mere 


idle rumor? True, the Senator says the work has | 


cost more than the original estimates. The Sen- 
ator from Maryland has given an explanation why 
that is so; but, without any such explanation, 
when, from the foundation of the Government to 


in the estimates? 
would be put up for the original estimates. I am 
notat all astonished that they have been exceeded. 
I wish myself (but it is only a wish, and one 
which I have no power to enforce,) that those 
who make estimates for us would do it in more 
sincerity; that they would estimate in the begin- 
ning for money enough, so that we might know 
precisely what we were engaging in. 

Now one word in reference to the dome. I do 
not pretend to say where the blame is in reference 


to that structure ; but this I say, from the official | 
|| paper, that no committee of Congress ever re- | 


ported in favor of taking down the old dome and 
putting up a new one. 
i hold in my hand shows that a single member 
of the House of Representatives, when the last 


The official paper which | 


hours of the session were wearing out, on his | 
own responsibility, brought in that proposition. | 


Being inquired of, he answered promptly that he 
was not speaking as the organ of any committee; 
that he spoke simply on his own individual re- 
sponsibility. The vote was taken, and it resulted 


70 yeas and 70 nays, and the Chair voted in favor | 


of the proposition, and thus it passed, there being 
present a very meager House, as you see, nearly 
ninety members absent from their seats. One 


hundred thousand dollars was eee [| 


say, on my own account, that, this being the 
amount of appropriation thus made, I think it 
would have been better, (while I find no fault,) 


if the old dome had been let alone until Congress | 


decided whether they were willing to engage in 


an enterprise of putting up a dome which is now | 


estimated to cost $1,250,000. I am not pleased 
with that part of the work. I think the House 
of Representatives in that regard has done well; 
but here, what is it we are called upon to do as to 
the two wings of the Capitol? I hope they will 
go on, and go on under the present superintend- 
ency—that there will be no change to confuse the 
public mind ag to who is to blame if there shall be 
a failure. 

Mr. WILSON. 
I stated that I 


les. I made no charges against Captain Meigs. 
have heard no charges made against him that 


I will detain the Senate, Mr. | 
| President, but for a moment. 
Grounds to nie idl it—not in secret, but in |! should vote for this change upon general — 








| without any investigation whatever. 
| prepared to do that. 


I know nothing about the evidence in that com- 
mittee. It has never been reported. I said that 
the Senator from Pennsylvania did not know 
what that evidence was. Now, sir, I will state 
a fact, and I state it upon the authority of amem- 
ber of the committee who knows whereof he 
The committee voted to take the evi- 
Persons who had no business 
there were not admitted. They voted for that 
purpose, that no garbled statement should go out 
of partial evidence to injure the personal charac- 
ter of any man. I think the committee acted 
right. They were careful to guard the reputation 
of men, into whose conduct they were making 
investigation, until the investigation was full and 
complete, and then the whole case will go out to 
the country doing injustice to no one. That is 
what I understand to be the course of that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will ask my friend 
whether they excluded the persons accused ? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly not. They excluded 


| persons who had no right there—excluded persons 


| from taking portions of the evidence to injure the 
this hour, was any public work constructed with- || 


never supposed the building | 


character of the persons accused. The resolu- 
tion was sabtaptad; if 1 understand, in order to 
protect the accused and prevent partial and garbled 
statements from going out to theirinjury. They 
propose to complete the investigation, and then 
give the evidence. 

Mr. BRODH&AD. I ask whether this Star 
Chamber proceeding was resolved upon‘at the in- 


| stance of the accused ? 


Mr. WILSON. 
it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. No, sir; they seek and 
court investigation. 

Mr. WILSON. Rumors are rife that misman- 
agement, if not corruption, exists. The House, 
as in duty bound, has taken notice of these ramors 


I do not know anything about 


| and reports so prejudicial to the character of the 


country and the honor of some of its officials. 
The committee, | understand, are acting with 
prudence and with delicacy. I hope it will make 
a thorough and complete investigation, and that 
the truth will come out, let it acquit or convict the 
persons accused by the reports in circulation, 
prejudical to the characters of gentlemen con- 
nected with the Government. 

Mr. FOSTER. I am in favor of this amend- 
ment; and, it seems to me, that something more 
than general principles must guide the Senate in 
their vote upon it. It does not depend, | think, 
mefely on the question, whether the public works 
should be under civil or military superintendence ? 
If that were the question, my vote would be dif- 
ferent; but it is not the question, as it &trikes my 
mind. It is stated here, that charges have been 
made—and we are all aware of the fact—against 
those who are now concerned in the work, and 


‘| it is said an investigation has been commenced 


into the truth of those charges. Now, without 
any report from the tribunal or body engaged in 
the investigation, if this amendment does not pre- 
vail, it strikes my mind, we come to a result and 
pass a judgment on simple rumor and charge, 
i 1 am not 


opinion in respect to the truth or falsehood of the 
cheoges that have been made, except so far forth 


| as I may happen to be acquainted with the indi- 


| viduals against whom these charges have been 


preferred. In regard to one of the officers, Cap- 


Seah Reese ian 


I can, of course, give no ~ 
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tain Meigs, who has charge of the Capitol works, 


I ar not sufficiently acquainted with him to form | 


an opinion. Certainly it is true, however, that 
his public reputation ought to protect him against 
any charge that has not received further investi- 
gation than this. 

In regard to the other officer named, Captain 
Bowman, of the engineers, I am acquainted with 
him, and it would require very strong evidence 
to satisfy me that any charge affecting that gen- 
tleman’s honor, integrity, or ability was true. I 
have the highest confidence, from my knowledge 
of that officer, that such charges will not bé&found 
to be true. In regard to his competency, as an 
officer, certainly he needs no indorsement from 
me, and—to speak with all deference to the Sen- 
nate—he needs no indorsement from the Senate; 
for, sir, | have no hesitation in saying, without 
making any invidious comparisons between him 
and gentlemen either in civil or military life, that 
his superior, asa constructing engineer, does not 
live in the United States, either in civil or mili- 
tary life; and as an officer, and asa man, I be- 
lieve his integrity and honor are as fair and spot- 
less as of anyman. Under these circumstances, 
] certainly cannot consent so to vote, as I, with- 
out really investigating the charge against him, 
assume it to be true. I trust the amendment 
proposed by the Committee on Finance will be 
adopted. 

Mr. BUTLER. Captain Bowman has been 
engaged for the last eight or ten years, I believe, 
in the city of Charleston, superintending the erec- 
tion of forts; and invariably, | have been told, 
when persons in the city of Charleston desire to 
select a commissioner, or any one who can throw 
the light of intelligence on any public work; and 
they have the option to apply to a civil engineer 
or to Captain Bowman, he is the favorite. He 
has given universal satisfaction, and is a man of 
eminent ability in his profession. That I am 
bound to say in justice to him, from what I have 
heard. I would like to know very much, before 
I sit down, whom gentlemen intend to put in the 

laces of Captain Bowman and Captain Meigs. 

Ve ought to know that before we vote to expel 
them from their offices. Bring in your men, and 
let me see who they are. I dare say you have 
them. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, for the construc- 
tion of the two new additional wings of the Cap- 
ital provision was made withouteproper examina- 
tion and Without responsibility. ‘The first notice 
I had of it, was on the night of the passage of an 
appropriation bill. I voted against it for the plain 
reason that there was no plan, no estimate, none 
of those examinations which should be made 
prior to the construction of such an immense 
work as this, so immediately to affect the legis- 
Jative bodies of the country. Somebody, by some 
means or other, introduced into an appropriation 
bill an appropriation for the two wings of the 
Capitol, leaving the whole matter to be arranged 
in the discretion of the President. As I say, I 
voted against it. At the next session an attempt 
was made to stop it, but I dislike that kind of 
legislative vacillation in the country, and was 
opposed to stopping it, and voted accordingly. 
But such a building as this ought never to have 
beenauthorized by the Legislature without every 
portion of the plans and estimates having been 
previously minutely examined by a committee of 
the two Houses, We utterly failed in our part. 

There are, in this clause of the bill sent to us 
by the House, two distinct points. One is todis- 
miss what are called military superintendents 
everywhere, and the other ig to take this work 
from the War Department and put it in the Inte- 
rior Department. There is no necessary con- 
nection between these two propositions at all. 
There is no reason why, if you employ civil su- 
perintendents, they should not be under the direc- 
tion of the Department of War as well as under 
The Secre- 
tary of War directs many civil agents in the per- 
formance of their duty; and if he conceives it 
necessary to have civil agents alone in this de- 
partment of the Government, they may just as 
well be required to be superintended by the Sec- 
retary of War as by the Secretary of the Interior. 
Why then make the change? You cannot make 
that change without an imputation on the War De- 
partment. Itisimpossible,as everybody knows, 
that you can do it without a reflection on the 


| 

or twenty-one years in the service of the country, 
what is meant? 
tary power. Captain Meigs has nothing to do 


| civil capacity instead of-a military one ? any more 
| 


I repeat, Captain Meigs has no more military 





| ersonal conduct and character of the head of that 
l| Deseret to which I cannot consent. I have 
‘| a high opinion of the Secretary of War, of his 
| intelligence, of his capacity, of his integrity, of 
|| his fitness to do his duty; and standing here as 
|| the friend of the Secretary of the Interior, which 
| I am, I hope, for the public considerations, and I 
| hope for considerations connected with himself, 
/no such transfer will take place. What position 


| 
|| do you put him in? 
| 


| ment which has carried this building forward from 
| 


| the commencement: as has been well said by the 


|| gentleman from Mississippi, it approaches almost || 


its completion. The Secretary of War is ac- 
| quainted with all that has taken place. Now, in 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| the midst of the work, you transfer it to another 
|| Department of the Government, compelling the 
|| head of that Department to become acquainted 
|| with the routine of business, and then you divide 
| responsibility, as the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi has justly said, between the two De- 
partments, and thus itfallson nobody. I repeat, 
there is no necessity for this transfer from one 
Department to another. They are equally de- 
partments of the American people, and either of 
the heads of these Executive Departments will do 
the duty required of him by the President under 
| the provisions of the law, as there is a law for this. 
Sut, what is meant by “ military superintend- 
|ence?’’ It is a kind of catchword that is used. 
Captain Meigs is a high and honorable man; 
none more so in the whole country. I have 
known him for years, and I believe he is as hon- 
est a man as walks the earth, perfectly acquainted 
| with his duty. He has spent his life for twenty 


and passed through it with honor and without 
| reproach. 


He is a military man, to be sure; that 
is, he happens to be a captain of the engineer 
corps. All his life he has had under his charge 
the construction of works of every description— 
one in my own immediate neighborhood. No 
man ever employed by him uttered a syllable 
against him, and no one else could. 


I ask, then, 
You do not give him any mili- 


with the men at work. He does not go there. 
They have their civil superintendents under him 
| —civil agents who direct them. He goes round 
and sees the progress of the building. If there is 
|a defect, he points it out to the proper person. 
| He is not with the men; he has no time to be 
with them; and, if he is with the men, will any 
| one tell me that he has any military power over 
them, any more than if his parchment was for a 


than if the seal of the Interior or State Depart- 
| ment was annexed to it instead of the seal of the 
| Department of War? . 

| repeat, it is a mere catchword to talk about 
‘military superintendence.’? There is no such 
thing in the country, except by military men over 
military men. You send a man who lneain to 
be an afficer of the Army, brought up to the sys- 
tem of construction, to build a fort, or an arsenal, 
or any public work that requires peculiar capa- 
city. Men are voluntarily engaged under him, 
but he has no more power over them than any- 
body else, and no more power than a civil super- 
intendent. I say, then, it is a term unworthy of 
the occasion. It throws a false aspect on the 


question. It serves to get up an unjust prejudice. 





control over the men than has the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, who has made the 
objection. 

“he honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
talks about the War Department being felt every- 
| where. I really do not understand this. You 
| will, perhaps, at this session make appropriations 
by overruling the President’s veto for four or five 
works of internal improvement. You have not 
made one before for four years; and they will be 
under the charge of military engineers; but where 
is all this great ramification that runs every where 
'in the country? Where is it to be found? You 
| have gota military academy, an honor to the 


| 
j 





|| country, and I believe a useful institution, as we 


/ have been shown in war, for the very officers 
whom you educate there, carried nobly the stand- 
‘ard of their country in the midst of the enemy, 
,and they came out of the war honorably, and 
| with them they brought the fame of the institution 
| where they were educated. We educate engi- 






Here is the War Depart- | 


| 
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neers -—civil engineers of the engineer corps 
’ 


proper for the construction of forts, arsenals, etc 
and topographical engineers for the survey of 


| positions requiring surveys, for the construction 





| it was le 
| to select a plan--the exterior plan, of course; 





of river and harbor improvements when they are 
required. If they are fit for this service, wh 
shall they not do it? The superintendent, who 


| is a military man, who has charge of the im. 


provement of a harbor ora river, or any other 
public work, exercises no military control over 
the men employed. I may add that you have a 
better hold upon them than you have upon civil] 
superintendents. They are responsible to a court. 


|| martial; they are responsible in their commis. 


sions; and I think it is very rarely in our experi. 


| ence that we have found a military man, under 


these circumstances, who has failed in his dut 
to the country. I shall vote in favor of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I am very 
reluctant to say anything which can delay this 
bill; but the course of discussion has been such 
that I feel bound, in justice to those who have 
been connected with the appropriations for the 
Capitol, and in justice to those charged with the 
a to say a word or two. 

o far as these appropriations are concerted, 
they were not made without estimates and con- 
sideration, as the Senator from Michigan seems 
to suppose. In the first place, an advertisement 
was issued for plans, and a premium offered for 
the best plan which might be presented. Then 

ft to the President of the United States 


because it was impossible at that time to present 
a plan with all the interior decorations and ar- 
rangements. That plan was selected by President 
Fillmore. So far as that selection has been made, 
there ‘has been no change of which I am aware. 
It is true there was some designation of the in- 
terior arrangements which has been changed 
since, upon consideration, and necessarily it had 
to be so; because, in the progress of such a work, 
changes constantly suggest themselves to those 
having charge of it, which it would be utter folly 
not to make. These estimates were made, not 
by Captain Meigs, not by the military engineer, 
but by the architect, who is a very capital archi- 
tect—a very capital man in his way. He esti- 
mated for one style of building, but it turned out, 
in the course of the progress of this building, 
that another style was adopted, that is, so far as 
the decorations and the interior arrangements are 
concerned, which are amongst the most expensive 
parts of the building. After that, an estimate 
was furnighed by Captain Meigs; and here, how- 
ever hazardous it may be,I will venture the pre- 
diction that, if no departure from the plan which 


| he has adopted be forced upon him, and if he be 
| permitted to continue it, he will bring the cost 


within his estimate. It will be found that his 
estimate does not far differ from what the Sena- 
tors, who were debating the question at the time 
when the commission was raised to examine the 
foundations, said would be the ultimate cost of 
the two wings—somewhere about five millions 
of dollars. It was presumed, in that very debate, 
that that was to be about the cost. hat, as I 
understand, is something like the cost which 
Captain Meigs estimates, in the recent estimate 
made by him. That is the only estimate which 
has ever been made by him since he has had 
charge of the work. 

Now, sir, we know something in regard to this 
matter from experience. We did not begin with 
a military engineer. We began with a civilian; 
we began with a man who is a very capital archi- 
tect, as I have said, but it turned out he did not 
have the peculiar qualifications for superintending 
and directing such concerns as this is—I mean 
the executing part of them. All of us who were 
here at that time know the trouble we had. The 
workmen were quarreling. They were complain- 
ing of injustice; contractors were disputing; and 
finally Congress itself became so suspicious that 
they instituted a board for the purpose of inquiry 


‘into the efficiency of the work, so far as it had 


been executed. The result of all this was a 
change, by which the executive management was 
left to a military officer of engineers, and Mr. 
Walter’s services were retained as an architect. 
it turned out that the engineer was not merely 
fitted for the executing part of the office, but that 
he was eminently qualified for superintending and 
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directing the architecture of the building. I ven- 
ture to say that, whoever will examine into it will 
find that this arrangement has worked well since 
it ‘was —— It will be found that Captain 
Meigs has discharged his duty well; and I believe, 
eo far as the mere office of architect is concerned, 
the same may be said of Mr. Walter. 
thus associated an admirable executive officer to 
regulate and control the architect, who, too, is a 
man of genius and science in his own way. 
Now, sir, when this work is nearly completed, 
to talk of removing the superintendent—to talk of 
removing those to whom all the plans are familiar, 
and who are responsible for them, seems to me to 
ril and risk success of a great building upon 
which an immense amount of public money om 
beenexpended. We may lose not only the money, 


but we may lose the very object which was de- || 


sicned; for it was not designed merely to build 
stone walls to form a mere house for the recep- 
tion of members, but to build an elegant structure 
which should reflect credit on the country whose 
Capitol it was designed to be. Leave these gen- 
tlemen alone, and let them complete the work 


which has been intrusted to their charge; and I | 


believe,so far as I have been able to examine into 
the matter, (and it has been my duty somewhat 
to look into itfrom the beginning, ) it will be exe- 
cuted with as much skill, with as much taste, ay, 
sir, with as much economy, if you look to the 
nature of the ornaments, and of the material 
which is employed, as under any other manage- 
ment whatever. I am unwilling to risk all this, 


to put all this in peril, upon the mere contingency | 


that we may get some one who may be better 
qualified, or rather upon some general principle 
that a civil superintendentis better than a military 
one. Why, sir, it is too late to raise that ques- 
tion in this case. The work is nearly aeaepleied 
under military superintendence. I believe that, 
if the public is to execute great works, they ought 
to be done by public agents, by officers under the 
control of the Government; and therefore I do 
not believe in the principle of civil superintend- 


ence, as it is called, altogether; but even if I did, || 


I would not apply it in this case, not only on ac- 
count of the interest which we have in the proper 
construction of the building, but, as has been 


well urged, from a sense of justice to these offi- | 


cers themselves. Both of them are gentlemen 
eminently qualified to discharge the duties which 
have been imposed upon them; and I think it 
would be unjust, it would be cruel, to cast such 
a stigma on them without any evidence whatever, 
toactupon some general abstract principle, which, 
whilst we were pursuing in name 
* would really inflict cruel wrong and 
worthy gentlemen in another direction. Sir, 
I am concerned, as deeply interested as I am in 
the continuation of this Capitol, (and I am inter- 
ested in it, for I had something to do with the 
origination of the proposition out of which it 
was called into existence,) sooner than see that 
injustice done, I would rather see every stone in 
the structure crumble into dust and ashes. 
Mr. SEWARD. If I were to concur with the 
House of Representatives on this question, it 


would be necessary for me to protest that my | 


vote was not given on the ground of any political 
objection to the two gentlemen who are connected 


with the construction of public buildings in this | 
city, because it is said, and seems to be assumed | 


here, that there is a political opposition in that 
House against those two architects. If I have 
learned to-day what their partisan opinions are, 


it is the first time I ever knew that either one or 
the other of them belonged to the Democratic | 


party or adopted the Democratic faith. I think 
i may assume, on the whole, that I do notknow 
itnow. I have watched these gentlemen with 
considerable interest, and with the fidelity which 
became my trust as a representative of the peo- 
ple, concerned in a great public work which the 

were carrying on. Itis my duty to bear testi- 
mony that I have found nothing to shake my 
confidence in the capacity, or the integrity, or the 
skili, or the taste, or the efficiency of either of 
them. Now, Mr. President, I think that, if we 
were to go with the House of Representatives in 
this amendment after all that has transpired, we 
should necessarily do these architects injustice. 
Insomuch as it has appeared that an investigation 
has been commenced, the results of which are 


TH 


We have | 


object, || 
imMury upon 
do | 


not believe they deserve this stigma; and, so faras | 


my going against the House of Representatives. 
V hat reason is there for going with the House? 

| It is said there is a principle involved; that prin- 
|| ciple is, that the public works ought to be prose- 
'| cuted by civilians instead of the officers of the 
| Army of the United States. This is only an ab- 
straction, until you come to put it into practical 

| application. In this case, I think, it is clear that 
there would be a probability of public injury and 


to the principle, however right it may be in other | 


| 
| cases; for, I think, we do know that, before the 
| extension of the Capitol fell into the hands of 
Captain Meigs, it was not prosecuted skillfully and 
economically: and we have no adequate reason 
| for believing now, that since it has been confided 
to him it has been prosecuted otherwise than 
| economically and well. I am sure we can all tes- 
| tify, for it is the conviction impressed upon us on 
| all sides, that it is prosecuted with great fidelity, 
| with greatefficiency, with great success, and with 
great skill and taste. 

I think, then, there is no sufficient reason to 
change; and therefore I am for leaving the con- 
struction of the public buildings where it is, be- 
cause I would not carry out a mere abstract prin- 
| ciple, at the cost of public inconvenience and 
| public loss which might ensue. In other words, 
doing perfectly well now, for anything I know, I 
prefer to rely on things as they are, than change 
|, them for any results which may be less favorable. 

Heretofore, when the principle of employing 
military men was discussed here, in regard to 
the armories of the United States, I have always 
understood that when those officers were em- 
ployed in those armories, there was a practical 
| maintenance of military authority and military 
show that was disagreeable and offensive to the 
| people in the vicinity of those public establish- 
| ments. Believing that they were nothing but mere 
|} manufactories of muskets, I have gone with those 
|| who insisted that they ought to be intrusted to 


' 
' 
| inconvenience resulting from giving application 


I would not have done that if there had been 
reason to suppose that the public interest would 
have been prejudiced by establishing that princi- 
|| ple. But when you come to extend that prin- 

ciple to the prosecution of these public buildings, 
and these surveys of rivers and harbors, it seems 


Who is Captain Meigs? He is an officer of 
the Army, indeed; but he is not now in practice 
of the military profession, or acting as a military 
man. He wears no epaulets, and he flourishes 
no plumes in the face of any one; and I have 
never heard that he gave any imperious com- 
mands. He is merely acting as a civilian. So, I 
take it, are alM@fhose persgns engaged as topo- 


harbors. 





as well as military engineers and architects; and 
they graduate for occupation in the Army at some 
future day. God grant it may be a very distant 
_day when we shall require all their talents, all 
their vigor, all their learning, all their energies, 
and all their courage. Whenever that time comes, 
| whenever we meet a foreign enemy on our soil, 
or an enemy on a foreign soil, I doubt not Cap- 
tain Meigs, with all these other military men, 
will be found marching to the music of the na- 
tional anthem, under the national flag, and waging 
| the national battles; but, in the mean time, we 
| have got no such war, we have no martial occu- 
pation for these martial men. They are skillful; 
they are educated; they are practiced; they are 
| accomplished. How will you occupy them? 
| Throw them out of employments wherein their 
skill and their ability have been practically estab- 
lished, 
whose skill and learning have not been estab- 
lished. That is the whole matter. I think it is 
/much more wise to employ them hereafter as 
heretofore. I trust that the time is very far dis- 
tant—I wish to God I could hope there never 
would be a time—when the officers of the Army 
of the United States might be required to be 


| 
} 
| 
} 


|| of rivers and harbors, from the construction of 
|| capitols and other public edifices worthy of the 
\| day, and destined, I fear, to survive even the 
| existence of the Union, to be transferred to the 


the care of civilians, rather than military officers. | 


and substitute in their places civilians | 


drawn from the coast survey, from the survey | 


to me that it is running the thing into the ground. | 


graphical engineers in the survey of rivers and | 
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unknown to us, that fact alone would determine |} field of battle, either on our own shores or in 
| other lands. 


I think I am justified in giving my 
vote against concurrence with the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ihave designedly abstained 
from occupying the time of the Senate by any 
remarks of mine for some time past, because I 
desired that the public business should progress 
so that the Senate would not have to adjourn in 
a bustle or with any important matter deferred. 
This subject is one in which I have felt some 
interest; and after the discussion which has taken 
place, I should not deem myself discharging my 
duty if 1 did not advance such objections as [ 
think exist to the general plan of selecting mili- 
tary officers from the Army for the purpose of 
discharging civil duties. ° 

In regard to the particular instances which have 
been discussed in relation to the extension of the 
Capitol, and the construction of custom-houses, 
and the Treasury extension, I think it is very 
easy to obviate any objection by excepting them. 
I think it is necessary to adopt and recognize 
the general principle of excluding officers of the 
Army from civil employments; and it is easy to 
except the superintendent of the Capitol, and the 
superintendent of the Treasury extension and 
the custom-houses. I would make an exception 
of those two gentlemen on this occasion, because 
I believe them to be highly qualified to perform 
the duties of the trusts conferred to them, and lI 
doubt whether their places could be well supplied. 
Beyond these exceptions I cannot go, but recog- 
nize the general principle of restricting officers 


| of the Army to the discharge of Army trusts. 


To employ them in civil capacities is injustice to 
the community in general. It cuts off all com- 
petition. ‘There is no encouragement for indi- 
viduals in civil life to qualify themselves for such 
trusts, when they are precluded, as they must 


| be, by the employment of officers of the Army. 
| If officers of the Army are to be selected for 


| redounds to the justice of the citizen. 


the surveys of rivers and harbors, and the con- 
struction of all public works, civilians will lose 
the stimulus necessary to keep up that rivalry 
and emulation which 1s beneficial to society and 
Why, sir, 
you are told these are gentlemen of scientific 
qualifications. Be it so; but their science is ab- 
stract, not practical. These are practical matters, 
and require men of practical sense and experience 
to accomplish them, It is nota gentleman who 
has acquired all the science of figures on the 
blackboard, and who has made the prettiest forts 
for imaginary warfare, who can do such things 


in practical reality. 


l‘urthermore, these gentlemen are appropriate 
to the Army. Their business is to fight in time 


| of war, and in time of peace to qualify themselves 


| Now, Mr. President, we happen to havea Mil- || 
|| itary Academy which graduates civil engineers, || 


for the discharge of their duties in war. If we 
were to rely alone on the officers of the Army to 
discharge all the civil trusts, and it should be- 
come necessary to marshal our forces on our 


own soil, or to invade a foreign country, of 


course these gentlemen will be withdrawn from 


| their employment in civil life, and ordered to the 


Army; and what then will become of all these 
improvements which require military men of 
science? When you withdraw these gentlemen 


| whose science and knowledge have been appro- 
es to these purposes, you leave a complete 
’ 


| accomplished in this way. 


lank in the practical affairs of the country, and 
nothing can be done that is necessary to be 
But, we are told, so 
many of these officers are educated, from time to 
time, in the Military Academy, and if we do not 


| employ them in this way, they will be idle. If 


they are educated at the Military Academy, it is 


| a preference of accident or design, by which they 


receive that advantage from the country. If, 


| when they have received this education, they 


do not choese to return to the walks of civil life, 
but appropriate themselves exclusively to. the 
Army—I say to the Army—let them compete with 
each other in everything that is officerlike and 
military, and not block the path of civilians to 
preferment and pecuniary advantage appropriate 
to their spheres. Confine the officers strietly 
within the trusts confided to them by the Govern- 
ment, and give them a fair recompense; but let 
civilians strike forward and compete for that 


|| position to which they are entitled. 


Mr. President, it has been suggested that these 


‘| men have borne gallantly the banner of their 
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country, in foreign lands, against her foes. J 
grant all that; nor would I detract from them in | 
the slightest degree. It is not for the purpose of 
detracting from the Army or its officers, that I 
rise on this occasion, but it is for the purpose of 
vindicating them in their rights, in their position, 
and in all that can pertain to them as officers of 
the Army. 1am forconfining them strictly to their 
sroper duties, and I am for drawing a distinction 
Soewne the officers of the Army and the civilians 
of the country. Civilians have a right to expect 
that the a kceme in fora share of the patronage 
of this Government, or, if you please, the loaves 
and fishes. They have rights as well as officers of 
the Army. They are not to be driven back and 
officers preferred, who have already their positions 
guarantied to them, and have been treated with 
marked favor by the Government from their youth 
up to the present day. For this reason I am op- 
posed to officers being detailed from their re- 
pective duties in the Army, and assigned to civil 
trusts which can be as well and better performed 
by citizens versed in practical matters, and capa- 
ble of discharging these functions, Civilians have 
a right to expect these employments. It is an 
expectation which by the voice of Congress they 
ought to realize. will relate a circumstance 
which, as 1 was assured by an officer of high dis- 
tinction in the Army, occurred at Matamoras, 
after that place was sskoch possession of. Alagoon, 
connecting itself with the Rio Del Norte, or river 
of the North, obstructed the communication with 
the upper country. Several engineers of high 
standing in the Army were consulted 7" the 
practicability of bridging that lagoon. They all 
failed; every one of them reported that it was 
impracticable. A mechanic from Texas, an ac- 
tive, enterprising man, who had gone there during 
the troubles of the country from the far North, 
from Boston, (a very clever fellow, too, who 
would reflect disgrace on no section,) was asked 
by this officer of distinction to look at that place 
and see whether it was practicable or not to bridge 
the stream. 
and said, ‘* sir, I will do it with a few men.”? A 
detail was made, and in the course of a few days 
he constructed a bridge—a passway that will last 
perhaps for fifty years. All the engineers of the | 
Army who were there on that occasion could not | 
effect it. Their science fell short of it, or went 
above it. I presume it went above it, fer it was 
a practical matter, and science often goes above 
practical matters. 

The proper way is to select, for the inspection of 
rivers and harbors, for the construction of pub- 
lic buildings, custom-houses, light-houses, and 
all others, practical men, who understand the 
affairs of life—who have some knowledge, short 
of science if you please, but more beneficial to the 
community in the accomplishment of the objects 
for which they are selected. You may say here | 
that the superintendent of the Capitol, and the 
superintendent of the Treasury extension shall 
be retained, and beexceptions to this clause of the 
bill; but L wish to recognize the principle. I am 
not willing to confer on the Secretary of War, | 
or any other Department of the Government, the | 
privilege of creating an exclusive class of indi- | 
viduals here, and establishing them upon the | 
institutions of the country irreversibly. If this 
system be continued, this branch of the service 
will become omnipotent. 

Sir, lam for equalizing the benefits of this Gov- | 
ernment in the community at large, for sustain- 
ing all parts of it equally. I am not for elevating 
disproportionately one particular class of men to 
porns to the exclusion of others. I am per- 

evetly willing, as I have said, to make an excep- 
tion of the two estimable gentlemen who have 
been named, who are highly qualified men, and | 
worthy of the public confidence; but as a general 
rule I will vote that the Secretary of War shall 
not detail officers of the Army for this purpose 
until the country is acknowledged to be destitute of 
general science and qualifications among civilians. 

Mr. BAYARD. There is an objection which | 


has not been stated to this provision as it comes | 


from the House that strikes me as forcible, and 
therefore I wall state it. It seems to me that, 
though not unconstitutional in the strict sense of 
the term, it is certainly counter to the spirit and 
intent of the Federal Constitution. We meddle 
too much here with administrative matters. The | 
Constitution of the United States intends that | 


| selection of the agent who is to carry into execu- 


‘able Senator from Texas supposes. 


| being appointed by the President to superintend | 





when laws are passed they shall be carried into 


execution by the Executive of the United States. || 


Now, sir, this provision in the bill, as it comes 
to us from the House, is intended to restrict the 
exercise of the discretion of the President in the 


tion the law which has been passed for the con- 
struction of the Capitol and other public works. 
Is it right and fair, when the responsibility for | 
the due execution of the law is imposed on the 


| President, that should leave to him no dis- | 


cretion in the selection of the agent? Recollect, | 
there is no preclusion of civilians as the honor- | 
There is | 
nothing in our law which preventsa civilian from | 


any work whatever. The object of this provision | 


| is to exclude officers of the Army, because they | 
| hold commissions in the Army, from performing 


| ° ° . . ° 
duties to which otherwise they might be assigned 


istrative duties to the Executive? 


| erence to them? || 


| who is to construct the building you authorize 


| tary of War or thetSecretary of the Interior, to 
He went and returned immediately, || 

| him; the responsibility is with him; and the right 
| to direct oa 


power to the Executive; another day you may 
i 


| port him; but ought not your laws on this sub- | 


| procure under his superintendence. This system | 


| Captain Meigs and the other officer, whom I do 





by the President in the exercise of his constitutional 
power. Is it right or proper to make that exclu- 
sion? Why not leave the performance of admin- 
If he abuses | 
his trust, call him toaccount. Why should Con- 
gress, a body of all others the least calculated to | 
go into the details of construction, enter into them 
aud undertake to control executive action in ref- 


That is the effect of this provision, in one 
aspect; and my objection exists to it because I| 
would exclude no persons of the community, 


either civilians or military men, but I would leave || 


to the Executive, in the performance of his 
proper functions, the selection of the individual 


him to construct, and leave to him the plans. 
But now, when the building is in the course of 


construction, you propose to take from him what || 


constitutionally belongs to him, the right to select 
the individuals who are to carry it out, because 
it is his duty after all, and not that of the Secre- 


carry on your public works. They do it under 


1 of these Departments, as well as to 
say what agents under these Departments should 
be employed in the service, ought to be properly 
left to the Executive. One day you may be op- 


ave more confidence in the Executive, and sup- 


Ject to be permanent? Is it not wise and proper 
that Congress should abstain from incroaching 
on the duties of the Executive, by legislation like 
that which is contained in this bill, which trenches 
on his discretionary power to select agents to 
perform administrative functions ? 

That is my objection to theggrovision gener- | 
ally; but there is afdrther objection stated by the | 
honorable Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Fos- 
TER,] that, supposing such a provision as this 
were right in itself at any time, it would be cruelly | 
unjust now, when charges are made against the | 
management of this work. ‘They are not made 
now for the first time. I have heard these things 
before, and things similar to them from the time 
I became chairman of the Committee on Public 
Buildings. I traced them on several occasions, 
] made inquiries, and invariably | found that these 
allegations in reference to Captain Meigs, and 
these pretended charges of neglect of duty and 
extravagance, were to be traced to individuals, or 
the agents of individuals, who wanted to procure 
some contracts which they had been unable to 





prevails in Washington to such an extent, that 
when members of Congress come to Washington 
for the first time, they are apt to fall into the trap 
set forthem. They are seized by these people; | 
they take hold of isolated circumstances, and 
without seeking an explanation from the officer 
himself—without knowing the motives of the 
informer, or looking into it, the member is led 
away into partial legislation of this kind without 
regard to the character of those to whom we intrust 
the performance of public duties. The charges 
have been made formally to the House of Rep- 
resentatives; and a committee has been raised, 
which has not yetacted onthem. This provision 
in the House bill is virtually a condemnation of 





not know personally, before the House commit- 
tee have reported. If the provision were even 
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| have be 





right in itself, it would be an act of gross injustice 
on the part of the Congress of the United States 
to pass it at this time. For my own part, | tak; 


: ake 
leave to say this: I care not who are the 


Wit- 


|| nesses; I know nothing of the testimony; but | 
| have seen a great deal of Captain Meigs for the 


last three years since I have been on the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings, and I feel Satisfied 
that he has integrity, knowledge, and capacity: 
and that he may put at defiance all that the malice 
or ingenuity of those who are interested or iniyy. 
ical to him may suggest. He will come out of 
this investigation with his reputation unstained. 
I go further. Gentlemen may choose to eritj- 
cise the alteration in the mode of the construction 
of the Capitol; but I make the prophecy now 
and I am willing to stand by it, from my confi. 
dence in the constructor and his explanation of 
the details, that if you suffer him to remain there 
and he completes these new wings, he will vive 
you, as adapted to the purposes for which they 


‘ are intended, and in magnificence and correctness 


of the architecture and finish of the whole work, 
buildings unequaled by any public institution 
known in Europe or in this country. I believe, 
looking to their adaptation to their purposes, 
and the correctness of the architecture and its 
magnificence, and the permanence of the struc- 
tures, you will have cause te congratulate your- 
selves that one so competent as a constructor has 
been placed in charge of that work as Captain 
Meigs. I have entire confidence in him; and | 
know—for I have watched the work from the time 


| 1 have been connected with the Committee on 


Public Buildings—that every step that has been 
taken has been on profound investigation. 

Sir, there isa wide difference between the duty 
of an architect—genius alone may enable him to 
design—and that of aconstructor. Construction 
is a matter of study and detail. You must study 
out the details before you can be sure that you 
have either economy or correctness in your con- 
struction, even after you have the design. Theex- 
terior of those buildings was designed before Cap- 
tain Meigs became connected with them. There 
was a kind of rough estimate made, if I may so 
call it; and loose enough indeed it was; but that 
is relied upon now as implying a charge of ex- 
travagance against him, because the cost of the 
two wings will be more than double that original 
estimate. If you will take the trouble to read 
the original estimate of the architect, you will 
find that itisexpressly based on the idea, that the 
finish is to be like that of the old Capitol. The 
finish is totally different. The walls that were 
contemplated at the time of the original estimate 
nade much thicker. There are a thou- 
sand other matters of detail. The finish is en- 
tirely different, and this necessarily increases the 
expense. But futher, to show how loose that 
kind of eStimate is, I may mention that the cor- 
ridors which are to connect the wings with the 
old Capitol were not in the estimate at all; and 
they make a serious part of the cost. 

Now, when Captain Meigs has become ac- 
ae with the work, and has studied out the 

etails of’ construction, and calculated them— 
a labor which was not done when the plan was 
originally designed—he gives you an estimate 


| amounting to a little over five millions of dollars. 


I venture to say that, if you leave him in the 
superintendence, you will find that he has - 
proximated more closely to the cost than is ordi- 
narily the case in reference to any public building 
whatever. I am aware, and every one of us must 
be aware, that there are variations necessarily in 
the cost of public buildings, arising from a va- 
riety of causes which oftentimes cannot be fore- 
seen. So it has been in reference to this very 
building. The increase of wages has been great 
since it was originally commenced. There has 
been, I think I may say, at least thirty-three per 
cent. increase in the cost of material and labor, 
and that necessarily required an addition to the 
estimate made as early as 1849 or 1850. Every- 
thing has largely advanced in price since that 
time, and the advance has been maintained. 
There are other causes. I may mention one which 
results, not from false economy, but, I think, from 
true economy. For instance, the columns that 
were to be in front of the building were originally 
designed to be in pieces, because it was not known 
that any quarry in the country would produce 
stones large enough for making the columns 
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monolithic. They would cost less in pieces. It 
.s found, however, that they could be made 
canolithie from a quarry in Massachusetts. Any 
who will take the trouble to look at the mat- 

cor will be perfectly assured that, as regards 
mearance and as regards permanence, getting 
fof all joints in the columns is a matter of the 
iiehest moment. The difference of each column 
“that respect, amounted, probably, to eight 
iyndred dollars. I forget the precise sum. I do 
ot consider this extravagance. Ina matter like 
is, when we are building public edifices which 
we mean to last as long as the nation lasts—and 


\ 


we all hope that will be durable—true economy 


does 


by controlling the constructor in petty details, of 
which personally we can know very little. You 
must, after all, leave these things to the general 
character and standing of the individual whom 
you employ for the construction of your public 
works. We criticise too much when we enter 
into details of that kind, and make them grounds 
of objection. .I think this is the cause of the 
whole difficulty here. Congress is perpetually 
changing; this scene is constantly occurring. 
Several times, since I have been here, I have seen 
jt toa greater or less extent. 


TH 


i} 


not consist in commencing a building on a | 
scale of magnificence, and then frittering it down 


A new member | 


comes In, with avery fiery idea of economy. | 


He knows nothing about the matter; but he 
receives one-sided statements from interested 
parties, that look very plausible, and he wants to 
show his spirit of economy before the American 
people. He takes hold of a question which he 
knows nothing about, and by the time he comes 
out he finds he has not added much to his own 
credit, or to the benefit of the country. 

Mr. President, there are other points connected 
with this provision of the House bill which are 


* 


injurious; but I have not time to advert to them. | 


I shall forbear to go into them except to allude to 


the distinction which was mentioned by the hon- | 


orable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] It 
has a double aspect; and by far the worst feature 


of the clause is that it excludes—ostracizes if you | 
will—every officer in the engineer service, and will | 


not permit the President within the scope of his 
constitutional power to select him for a special 


duty outside of the military service, even if he is | 


disposed todo so. I think thatis unjustand im- 


I do not want any law to command the 


yroper. 
Prenidiei to select military officers; but, I think, | 


if they are competent, they ought to stand on the 
same footing with others. 


Sure I am that, in the | 


better days of the Republic, such was the con- | 


templation of Congress in the law oy in 
1806, without reference to the construc of the 
Capitol, or ee individual interests, or the action 
of any particular officer. In the law establishine 
the rules and regulations of war, passed in 1806, 
this express provision is made in article sixty- 
three: 

“The functions of the engineer being generally confined 
to the most elevated branch of military science, they are 
not to assume, nor are they subject to be ordered on, any 
duty beyond the line of their immediate profession, except 
by the special order of the President of the United States.”’ 


That 1s a very proper provision. It looked, 
and rust have looked, to the fact that the Presi- 


dent, in the exercise of his discretion, if he found | 


an individual in the Army a proper person for 
performing functions cotanetied with civil duties, 
might select him for that superintendence. 
not call this military superintendence. 


the President of the United States is a civilian. 


I know the Constitution of the United States | 
intrusts the appointment and selection of agents | 


to him, and was intended to intrust it to him; 


I do | 
I suppose | 


and therefore we are encroaching on his discre- | 


tion (which he ought to have, because the respons- 


ibility for the exeention of the laws rests on | 
him) when we undertake to insert a provision | 


hke this in the laws. It was not done formerly. 


1 am not willing to make special legislation of | 


this kind, whether it originates in political or 
party movements or in the interests of individu- 


als. My belief is, that in the main, this particular | 


provision has originated, not so much in political 
feeling, as in the personal designs of individuals. 


It is different, however, as to the second clause | 


of the provision, which is leveled at the Secretary 


of War alone. That I consider a mere political | 


effort. I think we had better not bring politics 


into the construction of the Capitol. The Secre- | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
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tary of War is an accomplished gentleman. He |! so that, by repealing that existing law, we donot 


has had charge of this work. He will only remain | 


in office some six or seven months more, and 
then he becomes a member of this body with 
ourselves. Il see no reason why we should legis- 
late in reference to the particular incumbent of 
the office at the existing time. If] were entirely 
opposed to him, I would hold the same doctrine; 
I would leave it to the President to assign to one 


Department or another (for he is the responsible 


party) the superintendence of the Capitol exten- 
sion, or any other work, according to his discre- 


| tionand responsibility. It might be, that in many 
| cases, the Secretary of the Interior would be the 


most proper person; in others, the Secretary of 
War; and in others, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. I suppose the President of the United States 


to be the best judge of the individual capacity of 
| the members of his own Cabinet. 
| their duty in intrusting to the President the per- 


Congress do 


formance of executive and administrative func- 
tions; and they may then well hold him to the 


aa. ae i : oan 
responsibility of selecting proper persons; but if | 


they choose to trench on his discretion, they have 
no right to hold him to responsibility. I trust 
the entire provision will be stricken out, for the 
reasons I have briefly stated. 

A course of attack has been impliedly made 
against the character of an officer for whom | 
entertain a very high opinion, and that from 
having watched him closely since he has been en- 


gaged in the construction of this building; and | 


singe I have been chairman of the Committee on 
Public Buildings for three years past, charges 
have been impliedly, not directly made, and facts 
stated calculated to reflect on him, and to convict 
him of extravagance without any specific allega- 
tion being stated. As I said before, lam perfectly 
confident that, whenever any specific charge is 
made, be it of extravagance, be it of misman- 
agement, be it of peculation, or anything else, 
Captain Meigs can answer it triumphantly, and 
not a stain will rest on his character, but odium 
fall on his accusers. 

Mr. MALLORY. I should not regret the time 
this subject takes up, but that every moment is 
now important; and I forbear saying what I de- 
signed to do, because I concur with my friend 
from Delaware entirely in everything he has said. 
I rise to make one remark in relation to a gentle- 
man concerned here, whom it has been my good 
fortune to know for a quarter of a century. The 
investigation which has been referred to as pro- 
gressing inthe House, touches Captain Bowman, 
of the engineer corps. I presume Congress will 
not hold him responsible for the plans of the 
works he is superintending, because the law does 
not make him respensible for the plans. They, 
| understand, are*under the control of the Sec- 

wy of the Treasury. Congress will not doubt 
skill as a mechanic, because he unquestion- 
nvly stands at the head of the list of protessional 
mechanics and engineers in this country. Ihold 
ita direct impeachment of the character of that 
officer. | have known him for twenty-five years. 
In my own State, and subsequently in South 
Carolina, he has occupied the highest position, 
not only for practical skill and science as an en- 
gineer, but for honor and integrity. If I had no 
other motive for voting against the provision 
of the House, I should vote against it on that 
ground. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In the remarks which I 
offered to the Senate it was not my design to cast 
reflection on any one, or to ‘anptionte the char- 
acter of any one, either rnediately or immediately 
engaged in the public works. I am contending 
for ee lam endeavoring to break down, 
so far as | can, the monopoly of the officers of 
the Army; and I do not care whether that ‘mo- 
nopoly is created by law or by the President, 
under his prerogative, or by the Secretary of 
War. If I understand the remarksof the honor- 
able gentleman from Delaware, for whom I have 
much respect, in his reference to the law of 1806, 
the President is invested with power to detail offi- 
cers of the engineer corps to the highest branches 
of military engineering; and he may, on special 
occasions, detail them for other purposes. So 
far as the constitutional prerogative of the Pres- 
ident goes, it is merely to execute the laws of the 
land. The power to employ military officers in 
this service does not result from a portion of 
his prerogative, but is accorded to him by law; 





| Army or in the country. 


| has been made which 








| Whenever 
| Army, it ought to be abridged and reduced. 


encroach on the prerogative of the Executive. 

Mr. BAYARD. The word “ prerogative” is 
not mine. I do not suppose the President has 
any prerogatives. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think the reporter’s notes 
will show that the gentleman used the term. 

Mr. BAYARD. i think not; | spoke of the 
President's constitutional power, not of his pre- 
rovative, 

Mr. HOUSTON. You may call it constitu- 
tional power, or constitutional prerogative, I care 
not which. But, Mr. President, those opposed to 
the principle of this provision object that it impli- 
cates the character of Captain Bowman and Cap- 
tain Meigs. My remarks have not tended to 
their implication, or to throw the slightest reflec- 
tion on their character. They stand, in my esti- 
mation, as high as gentlemen can stand in the 
I am sure that no Sen- 
ators who have commended them by their remarks 
have a higher appreciation of their worth as sci- 
entific, honorable, and useful officers, than I have; 


| nor was it intended to implicate the character of 


the President of the United States or the Secre- 
tary of War. I believe it wrong in principle to 
allow the military department of this Government 
to regulate civil affairs, and spread the military 
yower through all the ramifications of the nation. 

“hat is my objection. 

The honorable and distinguished Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Cass} admits that no estimate 
has not been exceeded. 
None has ever been made where the requisite 


| amount for the completion of the work has not 
-largely exceeded the original estimate. That fact 
| proves the utter incapacity of individuals who 
| are detailed from the Army, to make estimates; 


and if they are incapable of making the neces- 
sary preliminary estimates, I hold that they are 
liable to err in the execution of the work. I want 


i'men who are qualified, and who will come for- 
| ward fairly, and put up the public buildings 
properly, and economically. 


If an officer makes 
an estimate, and that estimate is incorrect, he 
should be instantly dismissed’ from his position, 
I care not who he is; but [ have not alluded to 
the increased appropriations that have been neces- 
sary for the completion of the Capitol, and the 
Treasury building, and the custom-houses. | have 
not sought to implicate any gentleman, or to wi- 
volve the character of honorable men by reflec- 
tion or innuendo; and I wish it understood that I 


| desire to move that the proviso be so worded 


that Captain Meigs and Captain Bowman shall 
be exceptions to the rule. I insist, however, 
upon the rule, and | shall vote for it upon prin- 
ciple. I do so because I think it necessary to 
the protection of the country. In every official 
department of the Government, the officers of 
that department are necessary to it; and if the 


| are necessary, they should be confined to their 


appropriate duties. If they can be dispensed 
with in the Army, dismiss them. If you detail 
forty, or fifty, or one hundred officers, from the 
Army, and employ them in civil vocations, their 
duties in the Army must be neglected. They ean- 
not perform double duties. If their corps are thou- 
sands of miles away, they cannot act at their bar- 
racks or stations. ‘The consequence is, they must 
neglect either one or the other, for you cannot 
duplicate them. If they are in a situation where 
the Army can dispegse with their services, and 
they are canandeta toe the Army, separate them 
from that service, and give them a distinct depart- 
ment, or dismiss them altogether. It only argues 
an excess of officers in the Army. If the Army 
establishment is greater than is necessary, the 


| fair deduction is, that you should reduce it to the 


standard we roe by the wants of the country. 
there is an excess of officers in the 


Instead of .that, at the last session there was an 
increase. Was it for the purpose of furnishing 
men for civilemployment? Is it not sufficient to 
educate an officer for the Army at the public ex- 
pense, and provide him with a commission, with- 
out placing him in civil positions to the exclusion 
of civilians? Itis necessary that you should guard 
against this encroachment on the public interests 
and the rights of the community atlarge. [have 
viewed it with alarm and horror. Every year 
hun ‘reds of officers are turned out by the Mili- 
tary Academy and Naval School; and we are to 
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provide ( 
we shall have to make regiments and brigades. 
They cannot wait for promotion. It is too tedious | 
in the line of the Army. They cannot wait for 
itinthe Navy. Lieutenants become old, and you | 
will have to make your Navy consist of commo- || 
dores, and your army of generals,#r you will | 
never satisfy the vaulting ambition of those who || 
are educated to expect preferment, and who are || 
devoting themselves to military distinction. In 
time of war, they have an opportunity for noble | 
rivalry; they canfightforrank. Itis only intime || 
of peace like this, that you see naval boards ger- | 
minate here and fester upon the community, blast- | 
ing high and honorable reputations, and easing 
scamps to position 

But, sir, you must make provision for every one || 
that is educated at the schools of the country. } 
They are not satisfied with having received an 
education, butthey must have military position. If 
they had to perform duty in the ranks and pass a 
probation there as cadets, before being promoted 
to lieutenancies, you might have some hope that 
there would be a corrective; but they mustall be 
provided for atonce—ten to a company, and then 
fifty, and after a short time the country will be 
borne down by the amount of money taken from 
the Treasury for which it receives no equivalent. 


places for every one of them. Why, sir, | 


principle; and I believe I will vote for it in all Representatives struck out 


| year ending the 30th June, 1857, having met, after full and 


| jve Houses, as follows: 


| second Senate amendment, with fhe following amendment: 





1 wish to guard againstthis. When was it before 
conceived to be a necessity to have an army be- 
yond the force necessary for the preservation of 
ourarms and ordnance in good order, except a pro- 
visional army, to be raised for a particular emer- 
gency? Our Army is receiving constant acces- 
sions. Soon they will come forward for four ad- 
ditional regiments to give young men places, 
Relatives will be here; perhaps some members of 
this body will feel a sympathy with applicants 
for promotion; and if not, influential friends at 
home will press for it, and an increase will be 
made to the Army for the purpose of providing 
for these promising young men, who are highly 
educated for that, and are unprepared for any | 
other vocation in life. Sir, we should keep an | 
eye on the Army; we should guard against its | 
insidious approach. It connects itself with the | 


whole community, and after awhile it willassume || 


a dangerous aspect to the institutions of freedom 
in this country. We should guard against it 
sedulously. 

I sustain this provision, not for the purpose of 
reflecting upon the Secrétary of War, but on 
principle. have always been opposed to the 
system of military superintendence. I do not 
consider this provision a reflection onthe present 
Secretary of War. 
céurse under the direction of the President, per- 
haps not even on his own intimation or sugges- 
tion. I intend no reflection on that gentleman or 
on the President. There is a proclivity towards | 
the Army here; and the worst feature I see in all 
of it is, that no buttons are now worn, no cock- 
ade, or insignia of an officer. This is to delude 
a public apprehension, and not let them see that 
there is a power rising at their Capitol. Sir, in 
olden times, when armies were measured and 
limited in their extent, no officer ever appeared in 
the avenues of Washington, or on a public occa- 
sion, that he did not wear the military badge on 
his person, as much as to say, ‘* 1 am an officer, 
and bound to be a gentleman in the eyes of the 
public; | cannot skulk; I am responsible for my 
actions; the moral influence of society has its eye 
upon me; I am a gentlem®n, and must so demean 
myself.’’ Now, he can go in a slouched hat and 
ina sack coat. He can go as he pleases; even 
with his legs through his pantaloons, [laughter, ] 
not known as an officer, either of the Army or 
the Navy. These powers are growing up in our 
midst, and we had better be on our guard; for, 
atter awhile, they may be disiayed in a more 
formidable aspect than the insinuating careless- 
ness that appears now. The President is the 
head of the military of the country. He ought 
to require of every officer to wear some badge to 
distinguish him—to tell that he is an officerin the | 
American service. Sir, 1 want the power of the | 
Department of War in this particular limited. I | 
want the appointing power restricted by an 


|| straits expeditions, which the House struck out. | 


| striking out the amendment for the construction 


|| a powder magazine for the time being, and will 
| be capable, perhaps, of carrying double the | 
|| amount of powder she ordinarily carries, if an 





amendment to this proposition, that will except 
ihe two superintendents alluded to, who are en- 
gaged on the Capitol extension and the extension 
of the Treasury building. I desire to see those 
exceptions made. I am prepared to vote for the 





| precisely by these numbers. 


| amendment, and retain in the bill the provision 
He is only pursuing his |! 


ground, if I am at liberty to sgy it, that a number | 


| ference yielded on that point. 


| continue your navy-yard there, with a large fleet | 


| deposit powder? 
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cases rather than lose it in any. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. MALLORY. I desire to make a report | 


from a committee of conference. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair | 
will receive it. 
Mr. MALLORY submitted the following re- || 
port: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


of the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. K. 
No. 189) making appropriations for the naval service for the || 


free conference, have agreed to recommend to their respect- 


That the House agree to the first amendment of the Sen- 
ate, with the following amendment: Strike out the words | 
‘and report” in line three, and strike out the words * of?’ 
and “‘ and report’? in line five. 

That the Senate agree to the House amendment to the 





Insert after the words “four hundied dollars,” the words 
* and one ration per day.”’ 
That the Senate recede from its third amendment. 
8. R. MALLORY, 
H. FISH, 
H. HAMLIN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
JOHN 8S. PHELPS, 
SAMUEL P. BENSON, 
J. S. T. STRANAHAN, 
Managers on the part of the House. || 

Mr. MALLORY. lIask a concurrence in the 
report of the committee. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to understand it be- | 
fore I vote. I believe I have never understood | 
these reports; and I wish to know what is meant 
j A proposition was 
agreed to by the Senate to appropriate $100,000 
for the purpose of constructing a powder maga- 
zine at Mare Island, near San Francisco. That | 
amendment was stricken out by the House of | 
Representatives. I wish to know whether it has | 
been retained in the bill? 

Mr. MALLORY. I will explain in one mo- 
ment. There were but two amendments which 
the committee of conference regarded as of mo- 
ment. The one was for the publication of the 
charts and reports of the La Plata and Behring’s || 





The other was the amendment, which was of || 
importance, for the construction of a powder | 
magazine at the San Francisco navy-yard, rec- 
ommended by the Department. The House also | 
struck that out. The committee of the House | 
agreed to recede from their position on the other | 


for publishing the charts. They insisted on 


of a magazine, and that was struck out, on the | 





of ships are there now, and every ship @ herself | 


| 
emergency requires it. Our committee of con- || 


Mr. WELLER. You have a navy-yard at || 
Mare Island,in California. There is not a powder | 
magazine on the whole Pacific coast. You have | 


prwery in striking it out for the reason that | 


| of the magazine; but the estimates were sent to tha 








this amendment | ; 
cause they had no estimates; and they acted a 


hey 


1ad no estimates before them of the probable cost 


Senate after the bill passed the House. Thog, 
estimates were in the possession of the Senato, 
from Florida, and I supposed on their production 
the House would immediately recede from thei, 
disagreement, seeing the necessity of the work 
and would make the appropriation. , 

Mr. MALLORY. The estimates were in th, 
hands of the chairman of the Committee on Naval 


Affairs of the House, when the bill in the House 


| was passed, but he did not produce them to tho 


House in time. They were produced in tho 
committee of conference, and there maturely eon. 
sidered; and after mature consideration the com. 
mittee agreed to this action of the House, 

Mr. HUNTER. The report is an entire thine 
We must disagree to it as a whole, or agree ty 
it. We cannot take it in parts. 

Mr. WELLER. I will make another modes: 
suggestion: that it is perfectly in order for me to 
speak of the details of the report so as to show 
that it ought not to be concurred in. Iam notin 
favor of concurring in any part of it. The Sen. 
ator from Florida himself admits that it is neces. 
sary there should be a powder magazine on the 
Pacific. Why not make provision for it now? 
I desire only to understsnd the ground on which 
the Senator from Florida had agreed to give upa 
work which he regards as necessary for the Pa. 
cific coast. 

The report of the committee was concurred in, 
A message from the House of Representatives 
afterwards announced the concurrence of the 
House. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to some and disagreed to other 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H.R.No, 
202) making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857, 
and for other purposes; and agreed to other 
amendments of the Senate, with amendments. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the bill and 
amendments were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Wessrter, his Secretary, an- 
noun that he had approved and signed the 
follow bills: 

An act for the relief of J. R. Powell; 

An act for the relief of Charles Stearns; and 

An act for the relief of Daniel Doland. 

Also, that he returned, with his objections in 
writing, a bill entitled ** An act to improve the 


| navigation of the Patapsco river and to make the 


port of Baltimore accessible to the war steamers 


| of the United States.’’ 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 





a very large number of vessels in the Pacific ocean. | 
7 | 


You have no place in which to deposit powder | 
for them. I desire to know whether you intend to 


on that ocean, without any magazine in which to || 
I know a very large amount of || 
powder has been recently sent to the Pacific coast, 
but there is no place there todepositit. Task my 
friend from Florida whether he does not regard it 
as indispensably necessary that there should be 
a powder magazine there? 

Mr.MALLORY. Ofcourse there must event- | 
ually be a powder magazine at the navy-yard on 
Mare Island, as there must be many other ap- | 
propriate buildings for the complete oe of || 
the navy-yard; but I have no doubt the necessi- | 

| 


} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
} 
| 


ties of the Government can be supplied at present 
without the construction of a powder magazine. | 
The powder that has already gone there has been | 
j 
| 
| 
| 
' 


sent by the War Department; and provision is 
made for it at Benicia, or some other point. Iam 
not satisfied that the necessities of the Govern- 
ment require this powder magazine to be con- 
structed at this time, and therefore I hope this 
report will be concurred in. 


| 
| 
Ir. WELLER. I understand the House of | 





|| Whole, the consideration of the bill (H. R. No 


201) making appropriations for certain civil ex- 
penses of the Government for the year ending 
30th of June, 1857, the question being on the 
amendment of the Committee on Finance to il- 
sert after the item ‘‘ For enlarging the Chicago 


| custom-house”’ the following clause: 


For completing the custom-house at Norfolk, Virginia, 
$54,652 53: Provided, That the proceeds that shall be re- 
ceived from the sale of the present custom-house shall be 
paid into the Treasury of the United States. 


Mr. HUNTER. That is according to estimate. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was 10 
insert after the last amendment the following: 


For enlarging the building provided by law to be con- 
structed at Bristol, Rhode Island, for a post office and court- 
house, upon the plan adopted under the appropriation here- 
tofore made, and so modifying said plan as in the opiniou 
of the Secretary of the Treasury the public convenience 
will require, $7,500, and ten per centum on the same [of 
contingencies: Provided, That such enlargement and mod: 
ification shall be completed within the sums heretotore and 
hereby appropriated. 


Mr. HUNTER. That is according to esti- 
mate. The original plan was very small for ® 
building—thirty by twenty-five feet, I think— 
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